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MOL'EnN CONSTRUCTION AND 
MAINTENANCE OF ELECTRIC 
LINES.*. 



BY V.-i].L.lAM BUOPHY. 
•No one 'jau tl2nv that the best form 
of sjoctric line coastrxiction is the un- 
UeigrouJid system £or the transmission 
of any torra of elsctricai energy, except 
possibly the Icag clistance telephone 
sj-stem, for her?! induction.and retarda- 
tion as yet offers an unsurmountablc 
obstacle to the' Ruccessful transmis- 
sion of articulate speech over long dis- 
to.Txe lines when any considerable por- 
tirsn. thereof is placf ?; underground. 
'- Bk-etrie lighting- Circuits in which is 
sr.ainteined a : difiGreace of potientla! 
et from ona to ' ten thousand 

'Absiract ot npspsnead before the Mayore' 
eo-.iventiou, Coinmoiis, O.. Oct. 1. 1fW7. 



volts can be operated much better than 
when suspended in the air. The insul- 
ation of the underground cables aiid 
wires can be maintained at from one 
to six thousand megohms per mile, a 
figure than cannot be approached by 
any overhead line except where made 
up in the form of cables equally ■well 
insulated and protected by an ciuer 
covering of lead or some other equally 
durable material. ' 

In the congested district of cities all 
electric wires stould be placed' under- 
frroijnd, as there is no excuse how for 
rriaintarning ihem overhead on poles in 
the streets; an' obstruction to travel 
knd a great hindrance to the fire de- 
partment in the perforaiance of Its du- 
ties. 



'Where an underground system is es- 
tablished it shoulc be on» pure and 
simple, not a mongrc! one, where, the 
mains and feeders arc in the electrical 
subways, and the iiouse services dis- 
tributed over the face and on the roofs' 
of buildings or on. unsightly distribu- 
tion poles, in order to reach the yari-, - 
ous customers. There are several 
ob.iectloaa to this method of construc- 
tion, one of the principal ones being 
that it tends to redaoe the ah.=!plute in-' 
suiatlon resistance of the circuit;. 
iVhile the . insulation of the under- 
sround wires and eaWes is all that can 
he desired, that of these portions of the 
circuits connected tkerotc that are 
cverhen.d. is insulated in name "oni.v. 
and ne->itraiiz«B t\s*i good effects of t\\p. 
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underground portions of the circuits. 
All services from underground systems 
should he continued underground until 
tne interior of the building is reached. 

Connections from underground cir- 
cuits to points of consumption are 
made in various ways. In some cases 
subsidiary ducts are laid above the 
main ducts, in which are placed service 
wires, and from these connections are 
readily made to the buildtags. 

la other cases serrlce connections 
are made in the manholes and from 
there run to the area finder the side- 
walk, and from these points the con- 
sumers are reached. In many cities the 
mongrel system before mentioned is 
used, in' which case wires are led from 
underground conductors up the face ct 
the buildings to the roofs, - there to 
straggle from one point to another, 
pnnrlding. they do not cross the streets. 
This method should not be tolerated 
anywhere. It has been the custom up 
to the present time to place trans- 
formers on the outer walls or roofs of 
buildings leading the primary wires 
from the underground circuits to them. 
A much better plan would be to place 
them in the manholes or in pits spe- 
cially prepared for them; this would 
not expose the high potential primary 
wires to the accidental touch of fire- 
men and others. 

The author then described the two 
systems of underground electrical serv- 
ice in use, viz., the drawing in and the 
solid system. For fire and "police tele- 
graph circuits tbe solid system is far 
superior to. any circuit cf uninsulated 
iron wire, and not near as expensive as 
a drawing in system. 

Unfortunately, underground systems 
as yet are the exception rather than 
the rule. and most.pf you for some time 
to come must deal with the question of 
overhead lines... In the majority ot 
towns and cities these lines are run-- 
ning without a^y system or well de- 
fined plan, the aim seeming to be to 
reach the desired point in the shortest, 
easiest, cheapest, and oftentimes flim- 
siest manner possible. 

Undoubtedly the best system of over- 
head lines are those suipported on tall, 
shapely poles; on these should be fast- 
ened suitable cross-arms, with pins for 
support of petticoat insulators, the 
lines being fastened to these with tie 
wires. High and low potential wires 
should never be placed on the same 
pole fixture or cross-arm. The pole 
brackets should not be fastened to the 
side of a pole between tlie cross-arms 
for the support of an extra wire; bard 
rubber hooks should not be screwed 
Into the underside of a cross-arm for 
the support of -another wire, when the 
arm Is already carrying its full quota. 

The owners of electric light and 
power lines make a pretense of using 
an insulating covering on them, but. it 
is only a pretense;- the so-called insu- 
lated wire used for overhead circuits 
of this character is but a flimsy, gauzy 
sham, so far as insulation Is concern- 
ed. The Insulation resistance of a high 
potential overhead line should not be 
less, than 15 to 20 megohms per mile, 
yet I have known them to drop to less 
than one-half a megohm per mile after 
a soakine: rain,- and it is rarely that 
they- reach from 2 to 5 megohms under 
the most favorable circumstances. 

Better by far to use wires without 
any such coverings and proclaim the 



fact that they are dangerous' and must 
be left" severely alone. But better still 
■would it he. to compel the use of the 
highest grade of rrisalation on all such 
v/ires and protect them'^rom the action 
of the elements by a suitable mechan- 
ical covering, such as. lead. " The same 
high £;rade of insulation can be main- 
tained in overhead lines as is obtained 
In 'those placed underground, provid- 
ing the sanie class of material- is used. 
How long is the present style of over- 
head circuits to be tolerated aihd who 
will be the first to- insist on . the much 
needed improvement is more than I 
can tell, but : that such a chiinge is 
needed, no one at all conversant with 
the subject can deny. .;Almost perfect 
Insulation of oyerhead and. under- 
ground line is possible and all that 
stands in the war is the added expense 
and the apathy of the municipal au- 
thorities and the public, who good- 
naturedly suffer great abuse without 
even a murmur. 

.^^Thousands of dollars are spent by 
municipalities for the best kind of fire 
and police telegrai>h apparatus, which, 
by the way, hss^been brought to such a 
degree of perfection that failure to give 
and receive the proper signals would 
be almost unknown were the lines on 
which they are placed so constructed 
as to con-vey an unfailing supply of 
electric energy froni one end of the clr- 
ciiit to the other, instead of dropping it 
by the wayside whenever a change in 
the atmospheric cnnditibns takes place. 

J will now take up the subject of line 
cosstructjon as it exists and' is prac- 
ticed in most municipalities. It is al- 
most a universal practice to claim the 
top jraln of all poles that have been 
erected for the use of the city or town 
In which they art> located. This prac- 
tice of. placing municipal wires above 
all 'of hers.. was a -very.' good, one pre- 
vIotiB- to the introduction of - electric 
Itght:aiid other high potential wires, as 
it reduced the {K-ssii)lliiy of interfer- 
encie .with them d>ie to the breaking of 
bther lines. With the introduction of 
the electric light ths same policy was 
pursued from motives of economy. 
- This practice has often proved to be 
a most decided false economy, and if 
persisted in wtll yet lead to serious and 
disastrous , results. .It Should he dis- 
continued also for the sake of the em- 
ployes of the fire alarm department, 'as 
it exposes them to unnecessary and al- 
mc'5t certain' dancer owing to accident- 
al contact with wires that may or may 
not he active, as thev have no means of 
knowing their exact condition. Many 
deaths and Inluries have resulted from 
this cause and I fear there are more to 
come. In mv own city some weeks aeo 
one of the fire a^'\rm linemen received 
InjurifiS which did not result fatally, 
yet Md fair to- leave blm a physical 
wr»»ck for the re^t of his life. 

F-OCf- construction is -or>e of the 
things that sboufd bo avoided in the 
Are or police telerranh ."ivstem because 
it is not easily controlled: it cinnot be 
readily in appctedr it can Jie easilv tam- 
hored with through accident or denien. 
When eTt>osi»d-to coal-sr»s from chim- 
tievs. ealvanlzed iron wire la fluickiT 
fi**-acked tberfhv ajirt ponn dpetro^'ed. 
One'^rnsty; unsoldered .lolnt will often 
offer more repistaurn to the r^ssaee of 
the r.urr<?nf than all the Instruments 
in the clrcsiU. 

Above all thing-s. bare, uninsulated 
ioops should be avoided In circuits: 



running such loops should be looked 
upon as a criminal act, because the in- 
struments contained thereon are liable 
to be rendered useless at any time by 
being accidentally cut out. 

The time when these lines should bo 
constructed of uninsulated iron wire 
has long since passed, and- it is the 
duty of every superintendent'to so in- 
form the proper authorities, and -it is 
their duty to furnish the means to 
make the necessary change or bear the 
consequences. 

Copper wire covered with the best 
grade of insulation and that in turn 
enclosed in a covering that will protect 
it from mechanical injury aud the ac- 
tion of the elements is the cheapest In 
the end, as it reduces the cost of pro- 
ducing the necessary electrical energy 
and insures the correct working of the 
system at all times, and if every mile 
of these lines could be placed under- 
ground, so much the better, at 
any rate, all that can should 
be so placed, as underground 
electrical construction and op- 
eration has long since passed the ex- 
perimental stage. ' It must be discour- 
aging to the manufacturers of modern 
fire and police alarm apparatus to hear 
of repeated failures of the same, when 
from 85 to 98 per cent, of tUeci a'»'e due 
to line troubles. 

In conclusion, I contend that the 
present form of line construction for 
fire and police systems is a relic of bar- 
barism and its continuance a crime 
against the public, because it invites 
almost Inevitable failure at times when 
such failures mean the unnecessary 
loss of valuable property, the spread 
of flames beyond the ability nf the de- 
partment to cope- with them, and, 
worst of all, the loss of human life. 



THE LACHINB RAPIDS-M0>'TREAL 
ELECTRIC POWER TRANSMIS- 
SION SYSTEM. 



Lachine Rapids, in a certain sense, 
made Montreal. The St. Lawrence, 
navigable for 600 miles from the sea 
for large vessels, here descends a chain 
of turbulent rapids, and here Jacques 
Cartier halted in his attempt at a west- 
ward passage to China. Three hun- 
dred and sixty-two years later the rap- 
ids, which mark the head of navigation 
and determined the position of Mon- 
treal, are harnessed for the service of 
the city which has grown up below 
them. 

The scheme of obtaining power from 
these rapids is by no means a new .one, 
having been proposed and forgotten a 
dozen times within the century. It was 
not until the perfection of electrical 
transmission methods, however, that 
work was seriously begun. 

In 1895 the Lachine Rapids Hydrau- 
lic and Land Company commenced the 
construction of the great water-power 
development works at . the raptds, and, 
after exploiting a project for the direct 
utilization of the power at the wheels, 
decided to transform the whole output 
of their plants into electricity, and 
transmit it to Montreal, or elsewhere, 
as might be- profitable. The engineerr 
Ing work done under the auspices of 
thitf corporation Is bold to a. degree, 
being in some respects without prece- 
dent, and both Its financial and engi- 
neering promoters, are worthy of the 
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greatest credit for their persistence in 
the face of many natural obstacles and. 
much adverse, criticism. 

Tlie Lachine Rapids are divided into- 
two channels by an island, tlie Isle au 
Heron; and the smaller division, on the 
left, or Montreal side of the St. Law- 
rence, was choEcn for the scene o£ the 
power development. Here, in the cur- 
rent of nearly 15 feet per second, a 
■ dam, parallel to the shore and about a 
mile long, was constructed, and the 
channel thus formed blasted out and 
deepened.' The dam is, for the most 
part, built Of 12xl2-inch timbers, filled 
with boxtlders; .Its facing is of two 
thicknesses of 3-inch plank, with bro- 
ken joints, and in general cross sec- 
tion it is square. The crest is sloping 
and is topped with heavy hemlock logs, 
-squared, on three sides, the fourth side, 
with the natural curvature of the tree, 
being uppermost. At the upper end of 
the channel, between the dam and the 
shore, which is about 1,000 feet wide, 
a number of heavy piers support a 
boom to deflect floating ice into the 
m.ain current of the rapids. The wing 
dam ends in a granite pier adapted for 
ice breaking, and built of heavy stones, 
solidly keyed together by a peculiar 
construction. 

At a point about 1,200 feet from the 
lower end of this artificial canal a 
cross dam of dressed stone 1,000 feet 
long serves to give the necessary dif- 
ference in. level, and to contain the 
whole of the hydraulic machinery. Up- 
on this is built the power house, which 
is probably the largest structure of its 
kind; This building consists of three 
dynamo rooms and four rooras for the 
wheel gearing, the whole being 1,000 
feet in length, 61 feet wide at the dy- 
namo rooms and 40 feet wide at the 
other portions. It is solidly built of 
steel beams, having brick walls in the 
dynamo portions and a corrugated iron 
exterior with a lining of heavy felt and 
a ceiling of matched boards in the oth- 
er parts. The roof is ceiled inside 
throughout and slated for its whole 
length. The floor is of steel I beams 
and concrete covered with 1-inch slate 
slats in the dynamo rooms, and heavy 
boarding in the connecting .portions. ■ 

The seventy-two turbines are of the 
vertical shaft pattern, each 57 inches 
In. diameter, and giving, at 83 r. p. m., 
with the normal head of 16 feet; 300 
horse-power each. Six of these are at- 
tached .by bevel gearing to each ot the 
twelve horizontal dynamo shafts. The 
wheels are of a submerged. type, having 
cylinder gates and no draft tubes. The 
massive bevel gearing consists of a 
Steel pinion on the dynamo shaft and 
a crown gear on the M'hee!" shaft, pro- 
vided with maple teeth, the combina- 
tion proving very effective and singu- 
larly quiet in. operation. The most in- 
teresting feature of the hydraulic 
plant, however, is the governing mech- 
anism, one governor controlling each 
gang of six wheels. 

A sensitive ball governor is operated 
at a high speed by a belt from the main 
shaft. Thla controls a scale-beam le- 
ver, having at each end an electrical 
contact and steadied by a small alco- 
hol dash pot. The electrical contacts 
control two powerful electromagnets 
adapted to move a. pair of friction 
discs, keyed on the main shaft, to tho 
right or Ic.ft. These enga.ge with other 
friction discs, to which are. connected 
a powerful screw gearing which con- 



trols, through a system of level's, the 
cylinder gates of the six wheels. These 
gates are counter-weighed to decrease 
the effort- Heeessary for their- control. 
The governof will shut off . all the wa- 
ter from full head in nine seconds, and 
under ordinary running conditions is 
almost as perfect in its control of the. 
wheels as the best types of steam en- 
gine governors. 

The dynamos are to be twelve in 
number, although only four are now in 
operation. These machines are of the 
revolving field type, and are rated at 
7oO kw each. They ai-e wound for 
three-phase current at 4,400 volts di- 
rect from tho armature, and operate at 
a periodicity of 60 cycles per second at 
their normal speed of 175 r. p. m. An 
exciter is provided for each machine, 
consisting of a 40-Uw four-pole gene- 
rator, giving 150 volts at 875 r. p. ra. 

The permanent switchboards, of 
which there will be three, one in each 
dynamo room, are not yet installed. 
They will be of a simple type. The 
temporary switchboard for two dyna- 
mos is of white marble and contains 
three single-pole, single-break, knife 
switches for each dynamo, one in each 
phase, mounted on high corrugated 
rubber bases. The exciters are com- 
pound wound nnd are connected 
through three-point, switches. Thom- 
son alternating voilmeters, 0 to 6,000, 
and ammeters, 0 to 200, are in the main 
circuit, while the lamps used to illumi- 
nate the hoard are used as detectors in 
synchronizing the dynamos for parallel 
operation. The exciter circuit is pro- 
vided with Weston volt and ampere 
meters. No circuit breakers are used, 
long fuses of the General Electric type, 
blowing in a magnetic field, being used 
in each phase. There is no other pro- 
tection against lightning in the power 
house than that provided by. these 
fuses. 

The aerial line to the first sub-station 
is 30,000 feet long, the circuits being 
composed of O bare copper wire. This 
is sustained by porcelain insulators of 
the Nia.s;ara type, made by the Imperial 
Porcelain Works, of Trenton, N. J., 
mounted on locust pins. The circuits 
are run In triangles of 18 inches on 
each side. The poles are ot iron, of a 
lattice construction, and are set 104 
feet apart and 7 feet aeep in concrete. 
Each is tested before use under a later- 
al strain of 6,200 pounds, so that it 
may withstand the wind pressures of 
the severe winter storms of the Cana- 
dian climate. The line is protected at 
frequent intervals by Wirt lightning 
arresters of the Niagara pattern. The 
full load drop from dynamos to trans- 
former secondaries will be 10 per cent. 

In the city of Montreal the company 
has three power sub-stations. In the 
plant of the Citizens Electric Light 
Company, owned by the Lacbine Com- 
pany, three static transformers, of 150 
kilowatts each, reduce the line current 
to 2,000 or 1,000 volts, three-nhasc ana 
tv.-o-phase. These transCormers. like 
all the otherfj employed by this com- 
pany,, were built by the Wagner Elec- 
tric Manufacturing. Company, of St. 
Louis. They are oil Insulated and are 
cooled by water jackets. Every trans- 
former is tested for one hour at 25.000 
volts before being Installed, From this 
sub-staiion there are already operated 
20.0'00 incandescent lamps. 
. In another, sub-station, static trans- ■ 
formers and a votary converter of 200 



kilowatts, built by the Walker Com- 
pany, Cleveland, _0., will be installed 
to supply direct "current at 250 volts 
to -tt district largely filled with motors 
adapted for this current. 

The arc-lighting sub-station will 
contain two sets, each consisting of a 
synchronous motor of the type of the 
generators, being 200-kw capacity, di- 
rect coupled to two 125 light arc dj'- 
np,mos. The company is now operat- 
ing 350 street arcs by steam, and these 
will be connected with this- sub-sta- 
tiou. 

In addition to these sub-stations 80 

miles of, .conduits have been laid, in- 
cluding one which carries the main 
line under the Lacbine Canal. In those 
conduits tho three-phase line current 
at the full pressure will be carried in 
three-wire cables, of which about four 
miles are already installed. Manholes 
at convenient intervals will contain 
static, transformers, giving 52 or 104 
volts in each phase for incandescent 
iighting, or such arrangements of 
phases and pressures as the motors of 
the immediate district may require. 
The paper-insulated" tables and 
cement-lined tubes for the con- 
duits were furnished by the 
National Conduit and Cable 
Company, of Nev,' York. The Lachine 
Company expects to construct an elec- 
tric railway to a point near the power 
house, where it owns a large tract of 
land, very beautifully situated, in view 
of the rapids. Contrary to pi'ocedent, 
it is intended to develop this as a resi- 
dence district, and not as a manufac- 
turing site. 

It is the intention of this company to 
sell current at one-half cent per am- 
pere hour at 52 volts. Motor current- 
is to be furnished at a correspondingly 
low rate, and a strong effort w^ill be 
made for the general introduction of 
electric cooking and heatin,g apparatus 
in Montreal and its vicinity. It is 
claimed that this company can profit- 
ably compete for heating with anthra- 
cite coal at ?6 per ton. 

On Saturday, September 25, the plant 
was formally opened, the Mayor of 
Montreal turning on the water, Mrs. 
Gr. B. Burland, the wife of the president 
of the company, closed the switch 
which turned on the Lachine current 
at Montreal, amidst much applause 
from the 2,000 or more guests present. 

A curious feature of the enterprise, 
and one worthy of enthusiasiic com- 
mendation, is that every dollar of the 
$1,400,000 required was paid in cash 
subscriptions, and that the whole con- 
struction was on a cash basis. Tho 
shareholders are nearly all residents 
of Montreal and Ottawa, and the enter- 
prise is purely Canadian. 



ON COMBINING.- 
(By Duncan Pearce of No. 19.) 
Now I must ask for leniency for fail- 
ing to send the second article, but I 
had hard luck. A six days' wagon trip 
left me four days to work on the ar- 
ticle. The second, day was appropriated 
by our next neighbor, six miles away, 
calling for me to mend his mower, and 
the next four days were used up by a 
bilious attack: and my two years' 
notes as secretary are at Chicago; with 
those I took as secretary of No. 19's by- 
law committee, and copies of some 25 
various by-laws and constitutions, and 
my ritual; and then the worst, the size 
ot the job in hand, which gets greater 
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as my own knowledge seems to get 
less, and It never was much. 

So tbe reader will please look on this 
as an attempt to do my duty under dif- 
ficulties, and may be help. As I am 
only a short while over here, it is rath- 
er my place to point out what seem to 
be deficiencies, for others better ac- 
qnaiinted to take up, as the last edito- 
rial in the September "Worker" so 
well and courageously puts it. The 
eight heads for final discusion I wrote 
down at first have become twenty-two 
— and hope not to weary our readers 
with much writing. 

I have a copy of the English Elec- 
trical Union's constitution and by- 
laws, and have read ttiem through and 
drawn from them some suggestions. 
Their's is a book of 100 pages and 26,- 
000,3Kords, while ours has 35 pages and 
12,^il) words. The English Union (as a 
National ia called over there) gives 
complete by-laws in its constitution, 
and although I think that that would 
be less practicable here, I think our 
headquarters would show greater fit- 
ness if It guided and informed its Lo- 
cals better. - 

■ Our first article was on the "Why of 
Combiniiig:" this is on the "How." 
and the third on the "Who," must be 
written after the convention, as we are 
haying out here, and when it rains, be- 
ing the mechanic of the push, it falls 
tc me to fix the machinery, and it 
would scare some of our easterners the 
amount of good tackle the western 
horses can put out of whack. 

Now, our present trades unions have 
got into ruts, and to get so far out of 
them as to be able to look around 
seems to me' to bena good thing to do. 
Let me tell a story to show how I want 
to take tbe.^atter up in this article. A 
local preacher at home (be was a 
butcher on we?k days, (was speaking oa 
Sunday to his hearers on disciplesbip, 
and said that of followers there were 
four kinds. There were those that fol- 
lowed after; there were those that fol- 
lowed before; there were those that fol- 
lowed cheek by jowl; and there were 
those that never followed at all. Now, 
there are four sorts. of union men to 
correspond. The follower after is what 
we sometimes call a mossback. The 
follower before a rainbow chaser. The 
follower cheek by jowl is the up-to- 
date man, and the not follower at all a 
d — scab. The mossback has his uses ; 
sometimes some one with a loud voice 
opens the switch the wrong way, and 
the np-to-dates get sidetracked, while 
the mossback tells them he told them 
so. The up-to-date often keeps his 
brains in the skulls of others. The scab 
Is going to stay till our Unions are per- 
fect, and the rainbow chaser sometimes 
does find the pot of gold. 

II is a good thing to go back into the 
past and see how we have come along, 
but that needs patience and years; and 
U is also a good thing to go on into the 
future and look for a better track than'^ 
the one we are making. They have 
not found the best way yet to the 
Klondike, and there was a time when 
no one believed in any pots of gold 
there. . If I approach our subject from . 
only cue direction, it will be all I can . 
do, chase the rainbow a little, and find 
the cause of the old track being out of 
fix^' and . where there . is a better new 
one.: Those that. are used to traveling 
will know how to get the changed 
tracks. 



One thing, however, we must bear in 
mind that In whatever wc undertake 
without consistency we shall be at 
sixes and sevens; we must have' agreed 
methods for arriving at our aim, and 
each of us work at that which is near- 
est .his hand. How often the whole 
time of meetings goes in advocating 
different methods, each arguing that 
what the other fellow talks about will 
bust the whole outfit, and he is going 
to. stop him if we can. We.let'.our at- 
tention go from the thing we are after 
and put in bur time at nhewing the 
rag. Some of us are made "scabs" 
this way. Tbe next article will talk of 
tbfi bearance and forbearance we call 
brotherlincss, and that we need more 
than tool kits; and this want of con- 
sis-tency causes us to act as we would 
call it on the job, doing the work first 
and setting it out after, and then .we 
are apt to jiear of doing over or taking 
our pay. 

.Just let me get off the track to point 
out how often in a Union something 
coines up in- which the circumstancea 
are isolated or temporary, and which 
affects the interests Of members' in dif- 
ferent ways. We have no general prin- 
ciples to work on, or if we have we 
don't do it. Those interested get sore 
and then are called soreheads, and the 
probability is that those who care least 
about the thing get in an amendment 
or lay it on the table, and the work of 
the Union is done as only its enemies 
would wish it, to say nothing of the 
low standard that Unions get the name 
for. A'Unlon Is an army, and with the 
battlefield unmapped we will pour lead 
into each other. 

I do not. care to put time into this 
indiscipiined shooting^off and was glad 
to see Bro. McNemee's fine article and 
the fourth ertitofial in the August 
"Worker." The nigger Is still in our 
woodpile, and sorae rhay say that so 
far I have been doing the shooting-off 
myself, so let us get to our work, and 
that is to suppl/ our delegates with 
good material and right plans to put it 
in by. We ought not to have our gang 
splicing 'scrap, each telling tbe other 
there is only one right way, that is his. 

The iaatsrial is the twelve clauses in 
our objects. Those we have already 
agreed to be good, and a good nian 
wants his material to hand and the 
plan furnished. Of those twelve I have 
taken seven that seem to me more es- 
pecially to apply to the craft, leaving 
the five others of a more personal sort 
to come latter. .Let me shortly put the 
seven: (I) To rescue our trade. (2) 
To place it on .a strong foundation. (3) 
To establish ani. apprenticeship system. 
(4) To found schools of instruction. (5) 
To settle disputes by arbitration. (6) 
Tc reduce the hours of labor. (7) To 
secure adequate pay. 

Now, I guess these are good enough. 
Let us take a look at them, and get 
their size, and after that .see if we 
can't make pur action a fit. 

First. '"To rescue our trade from 
the low level to which it has fallen." 
The meaning of this, few realize, and 
less caiTv out. How many of us when . 
we start or run a Union, have in mind 
a prisoner to be rescued? Of sacri- 
fice to make and time lo give? I guess 
we mostly think we'll hold our jobs 
better, or maybe it's a job v.e're look- ; 
ing for, and fjew, v>ho do fee! our trade 
to be in bondage, want to work tor her 
liberty; wo generally quit her for 



something better. But true it is, that 
she is bound, and wny? Now, that is 
what we call a big order. Maybe some 
of our Unions help' bind her, and a 
tumble to ourselves may do us good. 
Let us look at this thing a little. Every 
time a Union wins out for its mem- 
bers, or gets the bosses "where we 
want them" and the victory does not 
come as a reward for raising the level 
of our craft, it is just getting ready 
another bond for her, that will be clap- 
ped on when the time comes, and time 
comes quickly. What gang is easier 
to get a cinch on than a lot of work- 
ing men who rely for their standing 
on politics? Why, every one know's 
that honest workers are no good- at 
politics, and that true liberty is only 
to those who woo her direct. How 
many of us sell our birthright for the 
chance of a Job. 

I would like to look at a few of our 
fetters. It was said of Satan that he 
went about like a roaring lion, seeking 
whom he may devour. Maybe he has 
quit now. I trust he has, for to iny 
distress, I see his old plan followed by- 
some of us even, who have taken the 
Brotherhood obligation, and I don't 
like bad company. But I am off the 
track now, this is the second article 
that deals in methods. Well, then,-! 
have known a Union, in times when it 
was looking for something, (trouble, 
maybe), just raise a howl, make a kick, 
and go for everything in sight, and 
you know when you take what isn't 
yours you may get pinched, though the 
other fellow may, and does at times, 
claim what doesn't belong to him. 
Now. the pinch, when it comesi Is not 
always made on the Union direct, at 
its office. 

C To be continued): 

THE BOYS AT QUEEN LIL'S CAPI- 
TAL HAVE THEIR TROU^JLES. 
Honolulu, Hawaii, Oct. 20, 1897 
To President of Union No. 6: 
I write you to ask your assistance in 
advising the boys to steer clear of 
Honolulu. The inside gang get ?2.75 
per day of nine hours. Now the "old 
man" has instituted a "trouble watch," 
each man in the gang to take turn 
about and stand watch three hours 
each night for a week in connection 
with his regular work. For this he will 
allow us only $1.50 per week, which 
you will see makes 7 1-7 cents per hour 
for the overtime. In the center of the 
town we use direct 110 volts, and in 
outlying districts alternating 1,25P 
volts, and owing to the dense growth 
of foliage, the entire service is badly 
grounded. Now he expects us to han- 
dle the primaries which, on . a wet 
night, and this is often the case, 
means a chance for a bad. burn, or 
shock, or an easy way to leave, your 
troubles behind you, or any other old 
thing in the way of trouble, and all for 
7 1-7 cents per hour. I've worked for 
double time, time and a half, and sin- 
gle time, but I never did, or have I 
ever heard before of anybody working 
for less than one-quarter time for over- 
time. I was the first to be appointed, 
and started the trouble by quitting. 
Then they appointed another, and he 
quit. Then they appointed a nonde- 
script, a man whom they had literally 
thrown out four diffe1:^ent times for in- 
competency, and wlio' only, got back 
through his pleadings and playing the 
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part of a fool. He stayed and. of 
coarae, broke the strengtb of the 

movement. His watch ends to-night, 
and I feel pretty sure of the rest doing 
the manly act — walking out as their 
turns come. I fear the "old man" will 
send to Frisco for men. He will prob- 
ably send to Allen St. John Bo wit. 
You all know what he and his brother 
are. 

Tell the boys that living is high 
here, the work hard, and although it is 
always warm, the climate is very try- 
ing.' a person never feeling perfectly 
well. 

Hoping you will lend us your help, I 
remain, brotherly yours, 

H. V. ARNOU), 
Ex-Member of Local No. 5 of N. Y., 

Care General Delivery, Honolulu, 

H. r. 



THE EXPOSITION. 
Omaha, Neb., Nov. 1, 1897. 
The electric exhibit at the Trans- 
Mississippi . and International Exposi- 
tion will reveal many interesting feat- 
ures. Recent discoveries in the field 
of electricity by Lord Kelvin, the un- 
disputed leader in the field of applied 
and theoretical electrical science: Ed- 
ison, the "Wizard;" Professor Elibu 



Thomson, Steinmetz, Tesla, Peabody 
and others will be illustrated. Mr. 
Loutber Stieringer of Schenectady, N. 
Y., who designed the electrical foun- 
tains at the World's Fair, has been 
engaged as consulting electrical engi- 
neer of the Trans-Mississippi Exposi- 
tion. 

The illumination feature of the ex- 
position irill reveal some magnificent 
effects, arranged by Mr. Stieringer, 
whose recent experiments In the il- 
lumination of the whirlpool rapids at 
Niagara Falls, by the aid of power- 
ful searchlights, proved so interesting 
and successful to tne members attend- 
ing the convention of the Edison Elec- 
tric illuminating companies. Mr. 
Stieringer' contemplates further exper- 
iments along this line in the night il- 
Uiminatiohs at the Trans-Mississippi 
Exposition, principal among which 
will be an electric garden, showing 
the various hues and tints of- the flow- 
ers by means of colored screens and 
powerful searchlights, and demonstra- 
tions with searchlight effects on mov- 
ing waters,' the Missouri river for a 
long distance, and also the bluffs on 
both sides, showing strange and won- 
derful effects developed by the aid of 
•lectrical science. 



The interest and co-operation of the 
American Institute of Electrical Engi- 
neers, and the National Electric Light 
AsBociatipn, the ' most important 
bodies of electricians in this country, 
who will hold their meetings in Oma- 
ha during the exposition season, will 
be a strong incentive for a complete 
demonstration of all the applications 
of electricity and its branches. Special 
features will embrace electricity in 
agricultural work, long-distance pow- 
er transmission, recent applications of 
electricity in power distribution, elec- 
tricity in mining, electro-metallurgical 
processes, long-distance telephony, do- 
mestic applications of electricity for 
cooking, ironing and heating purposes, 
and the transmission of intelligence by 
Hertzian waves. 

Professor R. B. Owens,, of the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska, commissioner for 
the electrical section of the exposition, 
has secured the following exhibits: Di- 
rect current, single and multi-phase 
motors for stationary use, railway ap- 
paratus, electric mining apparatus, 
high frequency and high potential ap- 
paratus, telephone and telegraph ap- 
paratus, electric wire making machin- 
ery, electro-chemical processes for the 
reduction of metals, search lights. 



electric supplies and specialties. Pro- 
fessor Owens was 'a member of the 
jury of awards at the Columbian Expo- 
sition, and his relations with electrical 
manufacturing interests and electrical 
engineering have served to make his 
efforts and wide acquaintance of 
much usefulness in securing exhibits 
and enlisting the attention of manu- 
facturers and inventors in all parts of 
the country. 

Application has been made and 
space assigned to the following elec- 
trical firms: The Walker Company, the 
Fort Wayne Company, the General 
Electric Company, the Western Elec- 
tric Company, the Wagner Electric and 
Manufacturing Company, the CrocKer- 
Wheeler Electric Company, the Oko- 
nite, Ltd., Company, the Cutter Elec- 
tric and Manufacturing Cjjmpany, the 
Keystone Electrical Implement Com- 
pany, the Cutter-Hammer Company, 
Elmer G. Willyoung and Company.. 

The field of electricity insures a 
first-class exhibition, the new elec- 
trical inventions and improvements 
developed' of late in America and in 
Europe indicating a far greater knowl- 
edge of electrical science than the 
world has ever before known. • The 
Trans-Mississippi Ehcposition, in its 



electric exhibit. Is intended to bring 
together the finest demonstrators ever 
assembled at any exposition. E, R. 



The Mechanics' Pocket Memoranda, 
a book of over 300 pages, which is giv- 
en by the Home Study Magazine, pub- 
lished by the International Correspon- 
dence Schools, Scranton, Pa., as a pre- 
mium with each subscription, is one of 
the most valuable books of its class 
that has yet come to our notice. It 
contains tables, formulas, and other 
useful information on all mechanical 
and electrical subjects, and no up-to- 
date mechanic should be without such 
a book. 



Wm. Lintern, of Cleveland, 0., has 
written a hand-book which will be 
found very convenient and useful by 
street railway men and other electrical 
workers. Mr. Lintern is a practical 
street railway man, having had 
charge of repairs for one of the large 
street railway companies of Cleveland 
for a number of years, and the book is 



A: 




thoroughly practical, coming, as it 
does, from a man who writes from ev- 
eryday experience. An advertisement 
on another page gives the contents of 
the book, from which the reader can 
readily see the practical importance of 
the work; 



THE HARTFORD TREE BRACKET. 



The accompanying cut represents a 
tree bracket, manufactured by the 
Hartford Tree Bracket Company, 3 
Central Row, Hartford. Conn. As the 
name indicated, it is intended for sup- 
porting wires on trees or other flexible 
supports, and prevents tensile strain 
which causes such destruction of wires 
when supported on ordinary brackets 
attached to trees. The bracket is made 
in three sizes, for telegraph and tele- 
phone wires, for light wires, and for 
feed wires. ' . . 

The bracket is the invention of Bro. 
J. J. Tracy, of Union No. 37. and he has 
associated with him Bro. T. F. Herbert, 
who constitute the Hartford Tre.e 
Bracket Company. . A sample will be 
mailed to any address for SO cents. - 
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All aboard for Detroit. 



Will yonr Union be represented? 



The Brotherhood has made more 
progress during the past six months 
than in three years preceding. The 
conveation should accelerate this pro- 
gress into a 2: gait. The electrical 
workers ot the United States need it 



In the April Issue of the Electrical 
Worker we published a letter from 
. Robert G. Wright, of Ft. Worth, Tex., 
appealing to our members to purchase 
a small book which, he bad written, 
from the sale of which be depended for 
supporting himself and family, as he is 
unable to work on account of au acci- 
dent which left his body paralyzed 
from his arms down. We commented 
on this editorially at the time and 
crged that all who could afford to 
should purchase a copy of his book. 
We have recently received letters from 
a number of our secretaries, inquiring 
whether R. G. Wright was worthy of 
assistance. To all such we desire t? 
say that Robert G. Wright is a mem- 
ber in good standing of the Natioua! 
Brotherhood Electrical Workers of 
America, and has been a faithful mem- 
ber since Union No. 81 of Ft. Worth 
wats organized, in 1894. 



Bro. Wright, Incspacitsted from fol- 
lowing his trade as a resuu of his ter- 
rible fall, has had enterprise enough 
to writs a little book, whieh he now 
offers for sale as his only means of 
supporting hiibself and family. We 
sincerely trust vhus appeal will meet 
with a hearty response. 
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Every laboring man in the United 
State? shed a genuine tear last week 
when the bulletins announced the 
death of Henry George, as all felt that 
in his death labor had lost one of its 
greatest champions. Henry George was 
a mail of the people. Like Franklin, he 
started at the case, and by natural 
ability and indomitable perseverance 
earned lor himself - a "world- wide repu- 
tatidni not such as Duke Pullman's, but 
a name that will live and be respected 
when kings, presidents and our modem 
Croesuses win bo forgotten. The gen- 
uine worth .ot most philosophers is not 
appreciated until after they are dead. 
This is particularly true of Henry 
George, and we baUeve the time will 
come at no distant, day when he will 
have a greater following than Buddha. 
His death was a fitting close to his ac- 
tive career. 



A few Unions, acting on the advice 
of leaders who were either short-sight-, 
ed or had selfish motives in view, se- 
ceded from the Brotherhood during the 
past few years. When tbese little crafts 
cut loose from the ship they were, ac- 
cording to their narrow views, going 
to revolutionize conditions in their re- 
spective cities. Have they done so? -In 
Now Ydrk, under the most favorable 
conditions, with tae building trades 
thoroughly organized and -a Building 
Trades Council that is almost: inviuci- 
. bie, it is verj' doubtful if the electrical 
workers are as well off as when they 
left the Brotherhood in November, 
1893. In Chicago, after the hard fight 
the Brotherhood made during the 
World's Fair, and on the Marquette 
and other buildings, at a small meet- 
ing, acting on the advice of men who 
never intended to keep the obligation 
of the Brotherhood when they took it, 
the Union seceded. Two and one-half 
years have passed since, and what has 
this "independent" Union accomplished 
other than to give the police a little ex- 
ercise guarding meetings to prevent 
murder,' and the. courts a chance to ap- 
ply injunctiotis restraining one faction 
from annihilating another? Certain it 
is that the inside electrical workers of 
Chicsgo are 'In a worse condition to- 
day than when they left the 
Erothcrhood, and ths city is 
anything but or.5:anized. In Phil- 
adelphia, after several years of 
persistent work, the Brotherhood suc- 
ceeded, in organizing the inside men. 
They were doing nicely; building up a 
strong organization and getting into 
position to improve the conditions of 
the trade in that city, when, in ah un- 
thought^uI nioment, the Union seceded, 
with the usual results — a city disorgan- 
ized, p.nd conditions, if anything, woree 
than when the Union v.'as started, and 
the trade in Philadelphia given a set- 
back troiu which it will take years to 
recovar. 



■ There is just as strong an argument 
in favor of having all' organizations of 
a trade aifiiiated in one grana body as' 
there is in favor of the individual 
workers in any locality organizing into 
a Union. A non-Union man frequently 
uses the argument that he is getting 
the standard wages and hence there' is 
no object for him to join the Union, or 
that he is a Union man at "heart and 
does no injury to the calise by. remain- 
ing on the outside. These excuses are 
not accepted by any Local Union, and 
where the Union is strong enough, it 
will generally force such men into the 
Union or out of the city. Cannot the 
so-called "Independent" Unions .>«ee 
that their position in regards to a na- 
tional body is exactly tiie same as ,the 
non-Union men referred to? Since the 
Unions in New York, Chicago and Phil- 
adelphia cut loose from the Brother- 
hood, they have accomplished practi- 
cally nothing, while nearly all Unions in 
the Brotherhood have moved for'tvard, 
either by shortening the hours of work, 
increasing wages, or securing other 
concessions. Had these Unions remain- 
ed in the Urotherhbod end combined 
their strength with other Unions, what 
progress could not have been made. It 
would have benefited them and all oth- 
er Unions: 

It is the sincere wish of the officers 
and members of the National Brctherr 
hood Electrical Workers of America 
that these Unions again affiliate, and 
they are invited to send representatives 
to our fifth biennial convention, to be 
held in Detroit, Nov. 15th, to confer 
with the officers and delegates,' aiid we 
can assure them they Will receive a 
hearty welcome and feel certain that 
arrangements can easily be mad6 by 
which they can again affiliate with the 
Brotherhood. Then, with a united or- 
ganization of electrical workers from 
ocean to ocean, and from the Canadian 
border to the Gulf of Mexico, the work 
of organizing can be pushed so vigor- 
ously that before, a year passes there 
will be few unorganized electrical , 
workers in the United States. For our ' 
separate brethren we have nothing but 
thc most kindly feeling, and ask them 
to consider what little they have ac- 
complished in the past as "independ- 
ent" unions, and what can be accom- 
plished when all forces are united. Con- 
sider what it means to have the elec- 
trical workers of the United States or- 
ganized. Consider that there are to- 
day at least two and one-half millions 
of people in the United States who de- 
pend directly on the electrical industry 
for a livelihood. Think what a glorious 
future there is before an organization 
of such a craft, and remember, that as 
isolated Unions you can ho more per- 
manently improve the condition of the 
electrical workers In the United States 
than can individual metnbers of a trade 
. without organizing. • 



From the annual report of the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission, we gat)?- 
er the following: The total mileage of 
railroads in the United States is 182,- 
(76. The nufnber of employes la 826,- 
620. The aggregate aniount paid in 
wages and salaries in the past year was 
$468,824,000. The total capital invested 
in railroads la '$10,666,866,000, or about 
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fi!0,OCO per mile cf line. The namber ot 
passengers carried during the year was 
511,772,000. The amount of freight car- 
ried was 765,891,000 tons. During the 
year 1,861 railroad employes were 
killed and 29,969 injured. The number 
of passengers killed was ISl. and the 
nnmber of pasengers injured 2,873. The 
number of persons other than employes 
asd passengers killed was 4,406, and 
the number injured .5,845. Out of every 
444 men employed by the railways, one 
was IdUed, and for every 28 men em- 
ployed one was injured. For railway 
trainmen one man was killed for every 
152 employed, and one Injure^ for every 
ten employed. One passenger was killed 
for every 2,827,474 carried, and one pas- 
senger Injured for every 178,132 car- 
ried. 



ATTENTION, BROTHERS. 
I desire to say that I will report In 
the Decembeir issue of the Worker the 
Local Unions that have sent me money 
for my book, and the amount each one 



sider anu send to .-me (if he ^as not 
already snct) for a book. ' I will give 
due crfirti:. through the Worker. . 

Your afflicted brother, 

ROBERT G. WRIGHT, 

916 W. Belknap st., Ft. Worth, Tex. 



A FEW WORDS FROM CUR G. T. 



To the Officers and Members of the N. 
B. E. v;. 

Greeting— The Brotherhood is at pres- 
ent in a better condition than ever be- 
fore, both in membership and finance, 
and this after passing through the 
hard times and paying up a deficit 
amounting to almost $2,000.00. This 
deficit was caused by a falling off in 
memberEhlp on account of the hard 
times preceding our last convention, 
and partly by the convention itself. 
However, I will say, no money was 
ever invested to better advantage than 
that expended for our last convention. 
All the amendments then made to our 
constitution have proven beneficial. 



them, it is at no time better or worse 
than its members, and to have a good 
organization means to have good mem- 
bers, and good members are good men. 

Any one who has been at the busi- 
ness ten years will agree with me that 
the electrical workers of to-day are of 
a higher degree, morally and intellect- 
ually, than they were before the ad- 
vent of the Brotherhood, and that they 
are better off financially it is unneces- 
sary to say. 

I expect much good from the cQmIng 
convention, and hope that ways and- 
means will be provided to stop that 
great leak In the ranks o^ the Brother- 
hood caused by the loss of those mem- 
bers who leave a Local and go to a city 
where no Local exists. There should 
be some way to keep them without 
compelling them to pay the regular 
dues demanded by Locals when the 
men are not in their jurisdiction, by 
attaching them to the general office, or 
devise some other plan. 

There should also be a permanent 
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9. T. KET.I.Y, Grand Secretaiy. 

sends. I have written to a good num- 
ber of Locals but have only heard from 
a few, and so I will wait and report 
later, as I hope to hear from more be- 
fbre long. 

I desire further to say that I am 
truly thankful for all that the brothers 
have done so far. I truly hope that 
every Recording Secretary, Financial 
Secretary and President that I have 
written to will not fail to get my letter 
before his Local Union, in order that 
Us members may know my circum- 
stances. If any brother sees this and 
don't understand, I ask him to read my 
appeal on page seven of April Worker. 
Come to the front, boys, and help me 
to help myself. The book is all I have 
to offer. It is only 50 cents, and I have 
got to live, and have a family that 
must live also. You don't know, boys, 
when you may be la the same condi- 
tion that I am in, viz.^ physically help- 
less, with a family, and no money, and 
have to hustle for an honest living. I 
tEk everyone that reads this to con- 



H. W. SHEBHAN, Grand President. 

particularly those pertaining to 
finance. Through them it was made 
possible to pay the deficit, |2,00Q.OO In 
death benefits, run the Electrical 
Worker on a paying basis, pay the 
expenses of running the general office, 
and organize about as many Locals as 
we had at uur last convention, and still 
leave a considerable balance in the 
treasury. 

Fron the rccordp of o'rler o'gan^'^a- 
tions, I find that it takes years to build 
up a successful organization, as no 
matter how auspiciously they start, 
there will be a reaction. The reason 
for this is: An organization must ed- 
ucate its members, not only in their 
business, but illustrate to them that 
their organization, like any other busi- 
ness, must be run in a business way, 
and that practical results, while at- 
tained in a few cases immediately, are 
only to be obtained by hard work and 
thorough organization. It must also 
show them that if their organization 
la of no benefit to them, or no credit to 



JOHN UISSERICH, Grand Treasurer. 

organizer on the road, as be could 
practically pay his own way by the or- 
ganization of new Unions, and the 
Brotherhood would be much benefited 
by such an officer visiting all Unions 
once a year, advising them and stirring 
them up to renewed activity. 

JOHN HlSSERICH, 
Grand Treasurer. 



If some of our Press Secretaries 
would study their constitution a little 
closer they could save a little time in 
writing their monthly letters for the 
"Worker." 

No. 5. — ^The communlcallons you men- 
tion were sent to your secretary. If he 
failed to have them at the meeting, 
you, as president, should see that he 
performs his duty. 

No. 38. — The subscription price of 
the "Electrical Worker" to members Is 
60 cents per year, or 6 cents per month, 
which Is sent In with the P. C. 
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FROM OUR UNIONS 



UNION NO. 1. ST. LOUIS, MO. 

As Brb. Kelly has reserved a great 
deal of 8i»ace for me in this issue, I 
shall endeavor not to disappoint him, 
as It was at my request that he did so. 

Wprk in both ' branches of the busi- 
ness is about the same as when I last 
wrote. At present all the brothers are 
working, but we expect a large num- 
ber to l>e oh the town in the near fu- 
ture, as several of our big Jobs are 
nearing completion. ; 

The Kinloch Tel. Co': have been em- 
ploying men recently, but they are not 
fitting in full time as yet, owing to a 
scarbity' of material. The above com- . 
pajiy made quite a change within the 
past ten days, by retiring general fore- 
man Mr. Crouch and placing Mr. Evans 
of Detroit at the head of the construc- 
tion department. I am told that he is 
a practical man and up to date on line 
work, BO the boys may rest assured 
that they will be recognized according 
to their; merits. We wish Mr. Evans 
success in his new position. 

Bro. Edison, who is acting as pur 
bttsinesB agent, is a hustler from away 
tiack. He is giving No. 1 better ser- 
vices for money invested than she ever 
received before. Keep after them, 
George. You are doing npbly. 

At our last meeting we elected the 
following new officers to fill unexpired 
terms of membera who are transferring 
to No. 3. Bro. C. H. Warner to carry 
the wampum belt; and. I must say that 
I do not think we could have made a 
better selection to. fill the position. Bro. 
Phil. Fish, Fin. Sec'y, who made an 
excellent start to-n'i^ht. . And last, but 
not least, Bro. Morgan as trustee. We 
also elected «ur . worthy president, Bro. 
tii H. Daggett, to attend the convention 
at Detroit: As it stands now. No. 1 
has two delegates, whose records as 
hustlers for the Union cannot be beat. 
Bro. Daggett has shown his ability and 
wortii the past six months in Itoidtng 
down the seat of honor, and as for Bro. 
Roth, too much cannot be said. He is 
continually doing some noble deed to 
advance our cause.. I . have known him 
to go down in his pocket and spend his 
money where there was no chance of a 
xeturii, which all goes to show that he 
has the Union's Interest deep dowp in 
Ub heart. Such a whole-souled Union 
man as Bro. Roth has proven himself 
to be, is not met every day. You will 
all indorse my sentiment when you 
meet him at the conrentlon. 

No. 1 instructed delegates in regard 
to several changes that we desire to 
have made, but of course that rests 
with the convention. As to the advis- 
ability of making such changes, we 
feel assured that it will be an intelli- 
gent and representative body of men, 
so we have no doubts as to their action 
for the good of all concerned. I wish 
all delegates a pleasant time; some- 
thing that they will not soon forget. 

We are informed that Bro. Kelly is 
the proud father of a baby girl. You 
have the congratulations and best 
wishes of all members of No. 1. 

Brothers, they tell us that Henry 
..Xleorge- is dead. Can that be so? Is 
Socrateft- d^fad? Is Gracchus dead? Is 



the Nazairene Carpenter dead? No. 
Henry George is not dead. When the 
spirit separated from the piece of clay 
that was worn out in fighting human- 
ity's battle,. Henry George began to 
live. Though we may liot lonk into his 
kindly, noble face again; though we 
may not hear his earnest, r'ng'iiig voice 
again, yet in his works Henry George 
will live as long as there is a 'heart 
that throbs for liberty. Brothers, do 
you know what Henry George stood 
for? What it was he gave his life up 
for? That we, all, every man, woman 
and child that comes into the world 
has an equal right to enjoy "the boun- 
ties of God. It was to enforce this 
right that be battled from the moment 
he realized ttuit there must be a way 
to bring it about, and from the moment 
he di'scoiifered the way to britig it about 
he has never wavered, never wearied 
or deviisited from' the straight course to 
bring it about." If you ever hear any- 
one speak slightingly of the philosophy 
of . Henry George, you can at once de- 
cide that there are many things this 
fellow has yet to learn, and in order 
that you may be able, to show him so, 
buy a copy of "Progress and Poverty," 
and study it as you would your Bible, 
for it is a fit companion for it. "Prog- 
ress and Poverty" proves clearly that 
if man as an individual and as a mass 
working together as a family will come 
into harmony with God's laws, it will 
be the prsScursor of that period of 
wluch the prophet of old tells us, "For, 
behold. I craate a new heaven and a 
new earth. And the former things 
shall cot be remembered; nor come in- 
to mind.' But be ye glad and rejoice 
forever in that which I create; for, be- 
hold, I create Jerusalem, a rejoicing, 
and her people, a joy; and I will rejoice 
in Jerusalem, and joy in my people; 
and. the voice' of weeping shall be no 
more heard in .per, nor the . voice of 
crying. There shall be no more thence 
an infant of days, nor an old man that 
hath not filled li.s days, for the child 
shall die an hundred years old,' and the 
sinner, being an hundred years old, ac- 
cursed, and they shall build houses and 
inhabit them; and they shall plant 
vineyards and eat the fruit of them. 
They shaU not build and another in- 
habit; they shall not plant and another 
eat, for as the days of a tree shall be 
the days of my pepple; and my chosen 
shall long enjoy .the work of their 
hands. ' They shall not 'labor in vain, 
nor bring forth .'itor calamity; for they 
are the seed of the blessed of the Lord, 
and their offspring with them. And it 
shall come to pass that before they call, 
I will answer; and while they are yet 
speaking, I will hear. The_ wolf and 
the lamb shall feed togeluer, and the 
lion shall eat Straw like the ox; and 
dust shall be the serpent's meat. They 
shall not hurt nor destroy in all my 
holy mountain, saith the Lord." 

HARRY MEYF.RS, Press Sec'y. 

' UNION NO. 2, MILWAUKEE, WIS. . 

I am Somewhat like the boV who is 
just learning to swim, a little bit ner- 
vous, as this is my first letter to the 
Worker ?s . Press Sec'y. of No. 2. 

I have not the least doubt hut that 
you will all'inakc allowances for No. 2, 
after all she has gone through, and 
sti!l:tb be in the land of ihe living. You 



have noticed in the October Worker, 
that Bro. Kelly came on ' a telegram 
from the Federated Trades Council, 
and what was left of No. 2 gave him' a 
hearty welcome, and each and e'very- 
one felt he had arrived in the nick of 
time and so it proved, for he, imme- 
diately went to work feeling No.';j2'8 
pulse and pronounced it 'was below 
normal. This was on Saturday'l Sep- 
tember 25th. He at once administered 
a large dose of what the father and 
mother give their boy 'when first leav- 
ing the paternal roof, viz.; advice, and 
called another meeting for September 
27th, when he again took our ,pulse;and 
pronounced it normal, and proceeded 
to give us more of the .same medicine 
till we finally became strong enough to 
wake the neighbors-.around the hall 
with cheers for Bro. Kelly and N. B. E. 
W., which Bro. Kelly respphded to by 
giving us good sound advice, which wo 
are trying to follow. We all feel prbud 
to think we were installed by BVo. 
Kelly. He impressed on us more, than 
ever the duties of our respective offices 
and I and the members of No. 2 think 
we have some of the best officers she 
has ever had. They were the only ones 
the Union could find who had should- 
ers broad enoiigh to stand the trials of 
building np a Union that was as far in 
the hole as ours was. Our president is 
a man well fitted for the position he 
holds, understands the wants of the 
Union, and is able to lead and keep in 
the right path. We have better order 
and more enthusiasm in No. ,2 than we 
ever had, with ail thanks to our presi- 
dent, Bro. E. H. Cook. Our treasurer, Brp. 
W. R. White, is a man who is knbwn 
throughout the greater part of this 
country, I mean among electrical 
workers, as he is one of the 'oldest in 
the business, and one of the few com- 
petent men; and those whiskers, why 
they are the pride of No. 2. Right here 
let me say, always be sure and get the 
best man possible for treasurer, as you 
know it is the most important office in 
any Union. Three Cheers for Bro. W. 
R. White. 

We have ousted from Local No. 2, ex- 
treasurer, F. G. Raymond, Ohas. Her-, 
man, Geo. Poehlman, on charges pre- 
ferred against them, and they never 
were men enough to come fprv/ard and 
answer the charges. The trustees were 
instructed to begin action for the re- 
covery of our property by aid .of tiie 
law. 

With good wishes to. all brothers, 
and to Bros. Roberts and Crawley, in 
particular and success to No. 37, 1 am, 

JOE. HARRIS, Press Sec'y. 

UNION NO. 3. ST. LOblS, MO. 

There will be hot times in the old 
town every Saturday night, now that 
the linemen in this city have met once 
more, and from what I can hear, in- 
tend to keep on with the good work 
until every first-class "up and down" 
man in St. Louis can flash a good card. 
We are going to make the membership 
swell to two hundred by the end of 
this month, November. BoyS, our hall- 
is on Eleventh and Franklin avenue, 
Lightstone's Hall, room No. 2. You 
are all invited there. For the month 
of November, the charter is open for 
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membership; only |2.00. Come oa, 
boys. - , 

The Bell Telephone Co. are paying 
$2.50 per day again, and put on two 
new gangs in October. I notice quite 
a number of Bell boys are coming up 
like men and doing the right thing. 

The Klnloch Tel. Co.'s linemen are a 
little slow, but every Saturday night 
we enlist some of the boys on our roll. 
They are not worlting steadily as yet, 
and say that they wiU come in as soon 
as possible. Mr. Evans, superintend- 
ent ot . .construction, has been very 
lucky. He. has a lot of old time men 
working, for him. Jack Morrison, Tom 
Schelly and Will Carney are with him; 
all first-class men, as derrick foremen. 

Boys, let all the old troubl'es of No. 1 
pass from your memory, and come and 
Join No. 3, and bring your friend, if he 
is a lineman. 

Biro. Jerry Haley has a gang now at t 
the Missouri Electric Light Co. Our 
worthy president. Martin Durkin, is 
kept busy now, receiving applications/ 
for membership. Billie La Bagges, Ben/ 
Brown, Jim Wright and several othei 
conduit telephone men are here. 'Tla 
a wonder they, do not come and Join 
No. 3. It takes a good card now tc 
work for the St. Loaia Power Co. Al] 
their men belong to No. 3. 

Wni. Peiebles, known as "Old Baldy," 
is superintendent of Kinloch Co. on 
cast side. Look out for us. Bill. We 
are coming to bring you and your men 
over her<! to ride the goat soon. Bro. 
John Johnson is working on east side 
for Light Co. 

The Central Union is rebuilding at 
Alton. 111. 

Both telephone companies are pull- 
ing in cable now. Chas. Dougherty Is 
working on switchlward at Edison Co. 

I will say that work in this city is 
not very plentiful, and would advise 
all first-class men to hold their jobs 
and quit floating around so much, as 
the superintendents are sore on some 
of us. For my part, I am dead willing 
to give up the title of the "Wandering 
Jew." I will endeavor to write a letter 
every month, and let the outside Locals 
see how work is here. 

I hope all Unions will- send delegates 
to Detroit. We should drop so much 
single tax. and other business of that 
kind out of the Brotherhood, and work 
tor the Union entirely. 

We should call charters in where 
there are no Local Unions any more, 
and use their number elsewhere. No. 
12 never meets. Also No. 28 and 49. 
I don't see any use of carrying their 
numbers in the Worker. What is the 
matter with using one in East St. 
Louis? 

An electric road 35 miles long will 
be built in St. Louis county. They have 
done some gradinr. 
. No. 3 will have a walking delegate 
soon, and every lineman coming here 
must have a good card. 

W^ B. MARTYNE, Press Sec'y. 



UNION NO. 5, PITTSBURG, PA. 

It seems to be rather bard to elect a 
Press Secretary to finish this term for 
Local No. 5, so the burden has been 
placed on yours obediently to act as 
such, pro. tern. 



As there seems tc be no recalibrating 
of our machinery done through the 
press yet, allow me to suggest a few 
of my views, hoping that if they aie 
not as yours, that they :inay be the 
means ot furthering your views and 
actions for our grand brotherhood. 
Should we not have matters in such 
shape that when a place is honored to 
hold our biennial convention, that our 
head officials should communicate with 
such Union, and discover what actions 
they are taking towards entertaining 
the convention, and not allow such a 
mismanagement to 6ccur again as our 
1897 convention has been? It looks to 
the ordinary reader as though the con- 
vention was only of secondary import- 
ance and that its being smuggled 
around was an easy matter by some. 
Regarding Grand Secretary Kelly no- 
tifying the Locals as to their opinions 
(or votes) on the headquarters for our 
coming convention, he did not notify 
me of such, otherwise I would have 
called a special meeting and our lodge 
would have taken steps towards choos- 
ing the place for holding same. Neith- 
er has Bro. Kelly sent me the last 
quarterly pass word, and was not able 
to issue it, at the last meeting. 

I think that strict laws should be 
made regarding electrical workers go- 
ing to a city and trying to get in the 
Union, because they cannot work there 
otherwise, especiauy when they have 
come from a city having a Union and 
were non-Union there. Say make the 
initiatory degree twice as much as or- 
dinary, and compel them to also pay 
three months dues in advance, and in- 
sist on all money with application; and 
if they haven't it, turn them down. 
Take.no order on boss for' money. Do 
unto them as they did unto us, or our 
brothers. 

There seems to be another matter of 
great importance, and that is the sup- 
posed mismanagement of several of our 
Unions. Now theq, suppose that our 
convention take up this matter and 
make laws compelling under penalty of 
fine, all Locals to make a quarterly re- 
port of all members in good standing; 
also the financial standing, and have 
the Grand Financial Sec'y., publish a 
full itemized account of in the Electri- 
cal Worker, so that each and every 
member may obtain same, and can see 
that there can be nothing questionable 
pertaining to the duties of secretary 
and treasurer, and Grand Secretary and 
Grand Treasurer. Make a law that the 
National Brotherhood shall take lawful 
proceedings to bring a dishonest offi- 
cer or any Local to justice, as I think 
that would have a tendency to stop Lo- 
cal confiscation; also make it a law 
that our Local Rec. Sec'y., and Treas- 
urers be paid a salary, the same to be 
fixed by the Local in which they pre- 
side; this would hoiU them all liable, if 
I understand the law on that point cor- 
rectly, and impose a moderate fine on 
any Local violating their law after due 
notification of same. 

Some of our readers may think my 
sentiments strange; if so, turn them to 
your administration. But my opinion 
and doctrine is, after reading the Press 
Secretaries' efforts of late, that an 
ounce of prevention is worth a pound 
of cure, and that a stern rule adopted 
by the national convention, governing 



the secretaries and treasurers, will be 
the advent of prosperity in all our 
Unions. 

Now, my suggestions are pictured to 
you in a crude state, as space prevents 
full explanations, but I hope that some 
brother will interpret them at the con- 
vention, and that happiness and un- 
boundiiig success may be the outcome 
of this convention. 

We elected Bro. John EcotE, formerly, 
of St. Louis, and Bro. F. E. Friedman 
to .attend the national convention at 
St. Louis, providing it was held there, 
but I do not know who will go to De- 
troit, as Bro. Friedman is as sweet 
with his better half as he was on his 
long past honeymoon. I think that 
there will be a feminine wish that will 
persuade him not to vacate his cozy 
little home to attend the convention. 
May the all wise Ruler of the Universe 
bless our Locals with an abundance of 
such homes. 

I think that a few lines from our sis- 
ters of the Brotherhood would be 
thankfully received and read by all of 
Workers. Now. young ladies, come out 
and show the boys some of your ability 
as Union correspondents, as I can as- 
sure you. we will all appreciate your 
efforts. 

AL. E. ELDRIDGE. President No. 5. 



UNION NO. .6. SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 

Contrary to the usual formalities, I 
shall flaunt my contribution somewhat 
earlier th'an usual. . ' 

The charter of No. 6 Is again in 
mourning; this time for our dearly be- 
loved and most esteemed brother, 
Louis Kruger. who, at the time ot his 
death, was one of our worthy Inspec- 
tors. Our most unfortunate brother 
met his death by cutting himself in 
circuit with a 2.500 volt alternator, 
while doing some repair work for .the 
Western Light and Power Co., a tribu- 
tary of the Edison, by which company 
he was employed. No direct explana- 
tion has been given of the particulars, 
but the tell-tale marks on the de- 
ceased's hands, tell of a short circuit. 
The deep sorrow of No. 6 and of his 
many friends was manifest, at his in- 
terment; the inmost sympathies of his 
nearest friends were also impressed by 
the many beautiful floral pieces con- 
tributed to his memory. Words cannot 
be framed to do Justice to his worth as 
a true Electrical Worlcer. both in prin- 
cipal and workmanship; a constant at- 
tendant, an ever ready committee man, 
and a truly efficient officer, are the 
memories of his days as a Worker. In 
his daily walks of life, his disposition 
was enviable. Although not a man of 
large stature, he possessed that ten- 
acity and sagaciousness of which man- 
kind is so proud. Such, brothers, are 
the qualities of which our late brother 
was possessed. It is needless to say 
that we sadly mourn -his loss, btit our 
fond remembrance of him will con- 
stantly be with us, and we tender our 
inmost sympathies to his near relatives 
in their sad bereavement. 

A special meeting was held on Octo- 
ber 6th for the discussion ot a new rit- 
ual and toward the amending of our 
constitution, as well as the selection of 
a delegate to our national convention. 
The latter was the first order of busi- 
ness, and the candidates were nnmer- 
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ons, there being five worthy brothers 
after' the plum. Bros. Rush, Johnston, 
Masten, Keefe and Gale were the as- 
pirants tor national representative, and 
I can assure yoa that never was there a 
more hotly contested election. Four 
ballots were cast, and when it came to 
the last, Bros. Eugene Rush and Al. 
Johnston- were left to do battle royal. 
Our suspense soon terminated, when 
■the clerk of the election declared the 
majority for Bro. Eugene Rush. His 
election was declared with great satis- 
faction; amid a deafening applause, fol- 
lowed with ft-eqnent yells for a speech, 
and when the gavel sounded the alarm 
for order, our worthy brother arose 
and with a few very appropriate re- 
marks declared himself tor the good of 
not only No. 6. liut for the Brotherhood 
in general. , An alternate was next In 
OTd<»it^- and :tAik- election was as lively 
ai^the'former: Bros. Johnstonj Masten, 
Donaldson and Gale being the partici- 
pants. After two ballots Bro. Al. John- 
ston was elected to succeed Bro. Rush, 
in the event of bis being unable to at- 
tend. The evident satisfaction of the 
boys was manifest, as Bro. Johnston's - 
election was received amidst great ap- 
proval. The new ritual, together with 
numerous good amendments were fi- 
nally adopted, and adjournment taken 
at a very late hour. 

A visit to the Union Iron Works the 
other day brought me in contact with 
a few of the brothers who are em- 
ployed at that great institution. A fly- 
ing walk through some' of l^s principal 
departinents, coupled with a few hur- 
ried explanations from Bro. Eugene 
Rush, tended -to enthuse me with the 
Idea of giving you a thorough descript- 
ion of this gigantic place, with its pon- 
derous machinery, which Is moved and ' 
propelled by. that mystic power, which 
is both life and death. Electricity. An 
enacted promise, for' a day at the 
works with Bro. Rush is in -my mem- 
oranda, and I trust that my next letter, 
which will be my last, wlU have in its 
annals a thorough' description of not 
oniy this large institution, but also of 
others. 

Bro. Grant of the Union, has re- 
signed his position for one on the 
steamship "China," which sails for th^ 
land of the Orientals on the 20th inst. 
We regret his loss, as he< was one of 
our star lecturers. His absence from 
No. 6 will be of about eighty days' du- 
ration, so 'we must reconcile ourselves 
until his return. 

Bro. Al. Songer has returned to the 
city again, and although I have not had 
the pleasure of meeting this most wor- 
thy, I understand that current gossip 
in the electrical field has it that he is 
.about to become a. benedict. I have 
pictured the dark eyed Spanish beauty, 
■who lives by. the sea', and I shall ven- 
ture to say that if the lady's disposi- 
tion is as good as her beauty, he has 
captured . a prize second to none on' 
earth; and further',' if the story circu- 
lated is true, I wish to tender the 
hearty regards and best wishes of No. 
6 for his future bliss and happiness, 
and may longevity be his and her con- 
stant companion. - 

Electrically speaking, things are not 
practically dead, for there seems to be 
enough life in the business to keep all 



the brothers occupied; We look anx- 
iously toward the earning of -the spring, 
when a couple of large contracts for 
long distance transmission lines for 
power and light, which have been let, 
will be put into execution.' r 

Bro. Stark of the California- Electri- 
cal Works has. promised to give me a 
description of the recently- constructed 
Claus-Spreckles Building, a beautiful 
structure' of stone, fourteen . -stories 
high. Also of the Sugar King's beauti- 
ful'- mansion' on : 'Van .Ness avenue, 
which is of 'brown stone, and- of Ger- 
man architecture, the beauty and cost- 
liness of which is mj:thical and fabu- 
lous to the extreme, and there can be 
no doubt but that the electrical work 
arid apparatus are of the best. 

We look anxiously tcwards the ter- 
mination of pur national convention. It 
has become a by word to every broth- 
er; discussions as to its outcome are in 
order,, and we-sincerely hope that those 
who are chosen to represent us will 
perfcMrm- their "duty to siich an extent 
that the fl^al- termination of otir grand 
convention will not- only reverberate in 
the heart of every worker; but forever 
remain impi^ssed' in the ih'emory of 
each and everyone,- as- a liiementb of 
the glorioust work which they have per- 
formed.- . ! / 

A. E. TOELIj, Press Sec'y. 



. UNION NO. 9, CHICAGO, ILL. 

Chicago is not having a boora In the 
electrical business, but Just at present 
there is enough *ork on hand to keep 
all 4;hose who wish to work busy. There 
is not enough to call fbrah iticrease in 
the supply of workmen. I do not think 
we have an idle man in the city. ' The 
lightiag companies. North and West 
Chicago Street Ry's., Telephone and 
both Telegraph 'Companies, arid Clly 
Telegraph Department, are all keeping 
a 'good force Of men at work; -This may 
not be the case next month, for as soon 
as the beautiful snow begins to fall, 
Chicago companies begin to reduce ex- 
penses In Girder t(i ^>ay dividends. / 

In the article from- Wm. Hunter of 
Sherman, Tex , regarding the standing 
of our deceased; brother, Joe Quinn, he 
says he was with- Bro. Quinn last May 
in Little Rock, Ark,' when an express 
money order was purchased to s.end to 
his Union for - dues, and that Bro. 
Quinn's card shows It too. In same ar- 
ticle,' Mr. Hunter says, "We can't find 
his card, or we would send it to you." 
One 'of these >tatefneuts certainly con- 
tradict the iother. ' If his card shows 
that he was lii'-'gb'dd^ standing at the 
time of bis deattt; .why was not his due 
card sent to the General Office, for that 
is the only card upon which his record 
of dues is kept. The .money order pur- 
chased ir May by Bro. Quinn was sent 
to me from Waco, Tex., not Little 
Rock, Ark., as Mr. Hunter says, and his 
card certainly shows a record of said 
express order, it being received b.v me 
on May ?5tli, and It paid his dues for 
February, March -and April, nothing 
more, nothing less. No dues having 
been, paid -for any month since April, 
he was suspended August Ist; - which is 
Just ninety Ttwo days after his dues had 
run out. Had he paid his May dues be- 
fore August 'lst; he-, would, not have 
been suspended, but still . would not 



have been entitled to death claim when 
he died, lor, having been "reinstated 
May 15th, he would not be entitled to 
sick or death benefit until August 15th. 
We have never been notified of the 
exact date of Bro. Qulnn's death, but 
the message announcing his death was 
received August 10th. There seems to 
be considerable constitutional ignor- 
ance displayed by our worthy 6. S. and 
the party in Texas, and some- guess 
work going on by tfas Texas gentleman. 
If above said parties were thoroughly - 
conversant with our constitutional law, 
they could have told by the working 
card of Bro. Quinn that he was in ar-- 
rears, instead of claiming by it that he 
was in good standing until August Ist, 
because said card was good until Au- 
gust 1st because it gave, the brother the 
right to be employed upon a I/nion job 
until such date as he -would be in ar- 
rears and not entitled to- either benefits 
or rights of the Brotherhood. Our N. 
B. does not agree to pay death claims 
for those who die while they are in ar- 
rears, nor for three months after all ar- 
rearages have been paid, and when an 
officer of a Local Union endeavors to 
abide by his oath of cfilce, to faithfully 
discharge the duties of his uifice, and In 
so doing reports members suspended 
when they owe three months dues, he- 
should not be censured for objecting to 
a claim being allowed for one whose 
membership had lapsed. 

Because Liocal Union No. 1 and per- 
haps others refuse, contrary to law, to 
grant a working card for a longer time 
than dues are paid, is no sign that all 
Locals are thus unlawabidlng. So long 
as our constitution is not changed, let 
us follow the law as it now is. Local 
No. 9 is in favor of a change in this 
matter, but has no right whatever to 
make the change until so directed by 
the national convention. 

The national convention is' near at 
hand, and our delegate will be in at- 
tendance, prepared to recommend some 
changes, and assist in whatever is for 
the best interests and welfare of the 
Brotherhood. 

Let all Local Unions put their shoul- 
der to the wheel, as earnestly as does 
No. 9, and the Brotherhood will never 
die. Just one Instance to prove that we 
are as good as the best; and I wilt close. 
We are the first Local Union in the 
united States to purchase the books ;of 
our worthy and afllicted brother, Rob- 
ert G. Wright, who is paralyzed from 
shoulders down. We purchased twenty- 
five of his books and will soon send our 
second order. He is deserving and wor- 
thy of our help, and when answering 
such help, writes words of gratitude and 
thanks, which will soften the hardest 
heart. C. W. BEACH, 

Fin. and Press Sec'y. 

SOME POINTERS BY A alEMBBER 
OF NO. 9. 
. Brother workers. I have noticed for 
the past four years the report of our 
Grand Office on the membership of dif- 
ferent Local Unions, and have won- 
dered many times why it is you will 
find a small town that has got a large 
majority of the electrical workers in 
the Union, while a larger place has but' 
few. Are we to understand by this the 
cities showing the smallest percentage 
of Union workers have got the poorest 
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class of meB, and a class of men that 
does not <!are to help themselves or 
anybody else? I have often talked to 
non-Union men In regard to joining 
the -Union and the answers I got have 
invariably been "well, I belonged to 
No, —r- one, time, and if you could 
have seen the way It was run you 
would not ask me to Join another 
Union," and "If you can tell what ben- 
efit it will be to me, I would like to 
hear it," but when you tell them the 
benefit It. will be to them, they don't 
want to heat it. I net a lineman one 
aay, who was working on a job he had 
htild for years, and asked him why he 
aid not belong to the Union, and the 
answer I got was "well, I have often 
thought of joining, for if I got but of this 
JOD, it would help me to get another." 
So you see that men who do not belong 
and would not belong., to a. Union un- 
less they got out of their steady jobs, 
are. forced to admit that Unions are 
•ome food. Now, brothers, if all men 
in this , country were like the above 
mentioned man, the only time we 
would have a Union is when there 
would be enough men out of work to 
form one. The time I am proudest to 
a^lt I am a Union man la when a 
traveling member with a good card 
comes, into the city, and we can tell 
him there is work for him the next 
Monday, and at the same time there 
are non>Union men that can't find 
work, , tor then it shows there is union- 
ism in the hearts of our fellow mem- 
bers, and just such cases as this I have 
seen; lots of times. There Is a lot of 
men who will not belong because some- 
body else belongs they do not like. 
That is the poorest excuse a man can 
give for if the other man does not be- 
have himself, he should get in the 
Union and make him be good. You 
can't do aay good on the outside, and 
If yon do belong, don't get behind the 
stove when you come in, but get up to 
the front and if you have a good Idea, 
don't say "I think," but say "Bro. 
Chairman, I move you my idea be 
adopted." That is the proper way to 
register a kick. There is another class 
of men that I would like to speak of. 
They are the men who pay their dues 
but never acme, to lodge, only about 
once a year. There should be a com- 
mittee, with a dull axe appointed to 
change their dates with their girls, or 
favorite bar tenders, from lodge night 
to some other night, for the business 
of tneir Local is left to the few that 
really have the interests of the Local 
at heart. 

I would like to see some of the 
Unions make a start with the coming 
month, and have the Financial Sec'y. 
report the name of the member who 
has signed the most applications, just 
to see how many sevc members one old 
member could get if he tried. Why, 
just think of it brothers. If each one 
of ycu got one, it would double your 
membership, and there is plenty of cit- 
ies where it couid be done w;ih a little 
hustling. 1 have often thought of the 
difference between labor and business, 
but they are both the same if you look 
at it right If you go into a meat mar- 
ket to buy ham, you say how much 
will you sell me ham for? The 
butcher sets his price. If you get on a 
street car, you ask the conductor what 



is his fare for haullng you; bat if you 
are going to sell your labor, dots your 
employer ask you what you will sell 
him ten hours of faithful work for? 
. o. If he wants your services, he will 
tell you what he wili give you, so you 
see he sf.ts the prica at both ends. Is 
that business? Of course it is, but if 
you were to hold up your end of the 
business you could tell him when he 
asked you what you would charge for 
your labor just the same as he tells 
you what he will charge for his pro- 
ducts, and the only way, to do in a case 
of this kind is to organize just the 
same as capital does. 

Well, brothers, if you will forgive me 
this time I won't say any more, for 
this is my first offense for two years. 



ANOTHER MEMBER HAS HIS SAY. 

No doubt that many brothers will be 
surprised to see a letter from me in the 
journal, for it is my first letter for 
many a moon. 

I have been studying for some time 
past bow to get a better attendance at 
our meetings. I have a suggestion to 
offer to our convention, which I un- 
derstand meets in Detroit, that our 
laws be so amended that any member 
not attending lodge at least once a 
month, will not be entitled to sick ben- 
efits. We don't expect to see every 
member present but we are sure that 
any member who cannot attend our 
meetings on account of business affairs 
ought to be able to spare a few mo- 
ments to send a written excuse and 
have the small sum of two cents tp 
mail such excuse. 

One word to the members of No. 9, 
in regards to our delegate.- He is, as 
everyone knows who is aware of his 
ability anxious to make a good record 
for the Windy City boys, and all hope 
that he will win and not be like Napo- 
leon, who tried to do too much and did 
not know when to stop, and lose all. 

I would like to nrention the follow- 
ing: A good many of the members of 
No. 9, will remember I thiuk a young 
man named John Lee, who was work- 
ing for the South-Cbicago Railway and 
had to leave Chicago on account of his 
health. He was married and had one 
child. This was the' reason that we 
collected a sum of money, about $150 
besides his ticket, so he could travel as 
any member of No. 9 should travel. He 
has very many warin friends, and we 
hope that he will have a circle of warm 
friends wherever he is now. 

Of late I have been working for the 
South Chicago City nailway under di- 
rections of Mr. J. Melbourn, better 
known as Jacque Einstein, who will 
ask any man working, or coming to 
work, to show his card. That shows 
that there are some people trying to 
Iccep up the Union. At present I am 
working for |3.25 per day. I have to 
work twelve hours for that, but then it 
shows that there is no excuse for a 
member of No. 9 working for lower 
wages than the Union scale calls for. 

When you see undersigned name, 
you will remember that i was chair- 
man of the first meeting ever held in 
Chicago, and that I introduced to you 
our ex-Grand President, Henry Miller, 
and that I like him, always tried to do 
the right thing for the Windy boys. 

WALTER F. COONEY. 



UNION NO. 17. DETROIT,, MICH. 

Since my last letter Detroit has been 
visited by about the most destructive 
fire in her history. The fire, cause 
unknown, started in the Detroit Opera 
House, after the close of the play, and 
destroyed about two-thirds of the 
bicck bounded by Woodward avenue 
and Farrar street, Gratiot and Monroe 
avenues, wiping out nearly a million 
dollars' worth of property. The fire, 
greatly to be deplored, will still have 
its good effects upon organized labor, 
as elaborate plans have already been 
discussed, and some preparations for 
rebuilding the burned district are now 
on foot, and undoubtedly before the 
final wind-up, the electrical workers 
will have their full share of the work. 

Since the editor has promised to is- 
sue the "Worker" before the meeting 
of the National Convention, I wish to 
touch on a few questions that I hope 
will be sure to come up at that conven- 
tion. 

In the first place, since Sec. 4 of Art 
XXIII. of the constitution says the E. 
B. shall pass upon all laws not defined 
in the constitution, I would like to 
know who has the authority to Inter- 
pret the laws that are defined? 

From the editorial in the Worker of 
October, concerning the brother who 
died in the southwest, I fully think 
that there is a poor unfortunate broth- 
er or his friends done out of his or 
their just rights. Sec. 1 of Art. X. 
very clearly states that a member can- 
not be suspended until in arrears ifor 
three full months, and is certainly in 
good standing until such time has ex- 
pired. Therefore, his working card is 
good for the same time. In all justice, 
if thoroughly carried out, I think that 
is a just law, and certainly often a 
great benefit to the floater, than whpm 
no better Union man walks. 

I hope in the coming convention that . 
that law will be clinched the harder, and 
if the E. 3. or the E. B. through the 
G. S. has the power to stultify the 
same, may their wings be forever clip- 
ped. Let us have the' secret ballot for- 
ever. Stab in the back, indeed! What, 
but the secret . ballot, has made the 
American nation the nation it is? Have 
we come to resurrect the ashes of by- 
gone politics, and enthrone their ghosts 
in our labor councils? No. No. No 
leading your men to ballot, and brow- 
beating them in, as in politics of old, 
but give them the free and untrammel- 
ed right of secrecy. 

Another thing I wish to hammer at, 
and that is, that every delegate be in- 
structed to vote to have all financial 
monthly or yearly reports printed in 
the Worker, instead of being sent in 
letter form to the Locals, there to be 
fi.led r».nd forever forgotten, and never 
read or studied. Where are we at? 
What are we about? Are we afraid to 
allow the brothers at large or even 
strangers to know our financial stand- 
ing? May the Lord forbid, if we hope 
to continue to be a factor in the labor- 
ing world. 

I am very sorry to see so many Press 
Secretaries crying "No attendance at 
meetings." Boys, pattern after No. 17 
and your council halls will always be 
overflowing. Elect good, wide-awake 
oflioers. who are willing tc hustle 



12 



THE ELECTRICAL WORKER. 



[November 



among the boys outside of the council 
room, who seeing that there are a few 
lively persons in this world that are 
willing to shake them by the hand and 
give a good word, finally awaken them- 
selves to the fact that they really have 
many brothers whom It is a pleasure to 
meet in council room; once that spirit 
is aroused, you will never lack a full 
attendance. 

Steee the convention Is to be held in 
Detroit, it is the wish of No. 17 that 
every Local send a delegate.. We have 
not prepared to give any elaborate 
blow-out,- or moved to capture any 
greater honors than we have at pres- 
ent; therefore we hope the delegates 
will be fully satisfied twith the usage 
they will receive at our hands. 

W. G., Press Sec'y. 



UNION NO. 19. CHICAGO. ILL. . 

As No. 19 has had nothing in the 
Worker for some time, th^se few lines 
will let you know that we are still 
alive. We gave a smoker some time 
ago, and it was well attended. Bros. J. 
Dronim and Bert Johnson rendered se- 
lections from the latest comic and sen- 
timental songs, and Bro. Will Hibbert 
gave some choice recitations which 
pleased the boys. Bro. Abbott pre- 
pared the sandwiches, and Bro. Malloy 
passed the refreshment and cigars 
around. They -wpuld make first class 
waiters anywhere. ' - 

We manage to hold meetings every 
two weeks., but it is hard- work to get 
enough brothers together. They all 
have w>me excuse. One has to attend 
another meeting. One has to meet his 
wife. One has a date. One is so tired 
after he gets through w'ork, eats bis 
supper, and is off to bed. One has his 
route to patrol, and other excuses too 
numerous to mention. The ofhcers at- 
tend meeting regularly. If we could 
give a stag party every meeting night, 
we would have a full attendance, but 
the long grera is not in sight for such 
parties. 

Work in our business is about the 
same. 

Our Press Sec'y. guit his office, and 
we elected another in his place. He 
fails to fulfill the office, and so it is 
with all our Press Secretaries; They 
are afraid to write. If they did, they 
think they would be fined, bq they will 
not write. 

BROTHER OP NO. I*. 



UNION NO. 22. OMAHA, NEB. 

Well, brothers, once more I will take 
up a small space in the Worker, Just to 
fill in, if for nothing- else. 

Work is very gooS here. The Bell 
Tel. Co. Is rebuilding Its lines over in 
Council Bluffs, and want men, and the 
Electric Light Co. is working quite a 
gang of men. Inside -work has been" 
good all summer, and prospects are 
good for the winter. There Is no work 
being done on the Exposition yet. The 
buildings are not far enough along yet, 
but there will be lots of wiring to be 
done there in a short time. 

Well, No. 22 is increasing in mem- 
bership some, and I think at the next 
meeting we have three or four 
applications for membership, if the 
boys don't go back on their word. 



The T. H. Electric Light Co. have 
started their . three direct connected al- 
ternators, and they give very good sat- 
isfaction. . , 

Well, I guess I will open the switch, 
as the fuse has blo^n out. 

F. E. ENSMINGER, Press Sec'y. 



UNION NO. 23, ST. PAUL, MINN. 

It again beccines my duty as well as 
pleasure to reporf 'No. 23 as oaee more 
in the land of the living. It is as yet 
rather feeble, but sfierw8.a.teiia'city and 
grit rather uneiibected by .the croak- 
ers. This so-called charter members', 
have not al* come U> time yet. They 
are waiting to see If those already in 
Trill make it a success:. I hereby in- 
form thorn that No. 23 Is In it to stay. 
We will profit by past expenuace, and 
govern ourselves . accordingly. ' \t a 
meeting held last Monday^ new lights 
were added ' to our circuit, and next 
meeting promises to be a lively one, as 
there are quite a, few who hrve'by this 
tiirte get ready to join. There is a 
number. of old members who are very 
slow in coming to time, declaring that 
they worked, hard' to keep things going 
before, ^taylhg in as long as there was 
any cbancg of keeping !ip. These are 
the kind of .menibers we ' want. The 
workers and stayersi We have some 
already, but:we must have them all. 
We can get along nicely without the 
chronic kicker, and I am glad to say he 
has not appeared yet. The boys so far 
work In perfect harmony, and here is 
hoping they will continue to do so. 

.The statemant in the last Worker, 
crjedited .to P/ J> Geraghty, I think Is 
somewhat misleading in regard to the 
price of electric lighting for St. Paul. 
The price at present paid by the city is 
169 per laihp per year on the all-night 
add every night schedule; Tlie price 
Jor the same service' In Minneapolis, 
ten miles froin St. Paul Is $150. In an 
estimate furnished the city council by 
Its own electricial engineer the cost per 
lamp was placed at JTB, the city own- 
ing Its own^plant. I can thereifore ses 
ho advantage to the citt -in running Us 
own lights If if so doing it will have 
to pay $7 more per light. The exten- 
sion of the.'t'errlibry covered by the arc 
lights ■wo^ld meet all requireflients In 
this case, and . .the city council has al- 
most decided to: add 150 arc lights. In 
my next letter I. will try to gather a 
r^w facta of . local ..and general inter- 
ests. 

In conclusion, I will extend the 
thanks of No. 23 to Bro. Kelly for his 
good work in the Twin Cities. 

B. A. SCHAK, Press Sec'y. 

UNION NO. 24. MINNEAPOLIS, 
MINN. 

Local Union No. 24 of N. B. 2. W. of 
A., wa« organized in this city October 
6th, by Grand Secretary J, T, Kelly. 
The ofilcers of the new Local are as 
follows: President, 0. R. Shortall; 
Vice-President, V. F. Burns; Rec. Sec'y. 
M. L. Haywood; Fin. Sec'y., J.'L. 
Wolfe; Press Sec'y., W. F. Cam«nter: 
Tfeas., J. J. Somers; Ins.", 'Nat Warrl- 
nfir; For., M. Sheridan; Trastees, 
Wright. Supp'e and Kelly. The new 
JiOcaJ begins with a g;iod membership; 
one may say. a very active one. We 
are holdiiis meetings weekly, and get- 



ting in new membei's every meeting. 
We are hustling to make the hundred 
mark by January, 1898, and hope to re- 
cord that number on our roll. We 
have the supply here to draw from. 
All the different branches of the craft 
are represented in the new LocaL - We 
have under way, at present, the neces- 
sary appliances to use In our school of 
instruction and lecture, and' to illus- 
trate by drawings the different work 
which the craft handles. .We also pro- 
pose to hold open meetings, and invite 
a few of the professors to give us lec- 
tures on the work we follow -for a liv- 
ing. Already we have been tendered 
the services of several to give the Local 
lectures on the different subjects of 
electrical construction. Quite a.:not6d 
local street railway construction man 
has agn'eed to give an evening lecture, 
"How to build a street railway sys- 
tem." The members are elated and 
anxious to hear the lecture. Perhaps 
that will not be very Interesting to the 
readers of your valuable paper, but. a 
new. member of a new organization la 
to be excused if ne. feels somewh'at 
more interested about his Local than 
the reader. 

Items of Interest to electricians are 
few in this district. The North Ameri- 
can Telegraph has three crews busy 
trying to complete their construction 
on the Burlington and Northern Rail- 
way before a freeze' up. Telephone 
construction is very active at present. 
Construction crews from here working 
in southwest Minnesota report work 'al- 
most completed, but farther north in 
South Dakota they are very active-Dn 
construction. Wiring in the city ig fll-"' 
most all finished for the prssent-BeS-*' 
son. - . . • \ 

The Twin City Rapid Transit Co.. 
are talking about constructing a dara 
across the Mississippi about t^n miles 
above the city this winter. If con- 
structed. It will develop about 12,000 
horse-power, and be used for electric 
purposes, the same as Niagara, oitly 
for their own use. The Northwesters 
Telephone Co. has, been doing consid- 
erable construction in the city this 
season, and have a number of crews on 
underground cabling. They expect 
to transmit from their power station 
at the foot of Third avenue S. E. and 
Main street, to center of business dis- 
trict, between Hennepin and Nicollet 
avenues, 3,600 volts, and by use of ro- 
tary transformers reduce to 250 volts 
direct current. This will, if it works 
all right, dismantle the Edison station 
they now operate. 

Local contractors on electric wiring 
are finishing up Jobs. A few country 
towns have put In local plants this 
fall. The last underway, is Casselton, 
North Dakota. The triumph Electric 
Co. got the job. 

W. F. CARPENTER, Press Sec'y. 



UNION NO. 26. WASHINGTON, D. C. 

The. state of affairs here has im- 
proved somewhat in the past month. 
All the members are working. It looks 
as though the long promised prorperlty 
has Indeed reached us, but it may be 
only a fake, as the preceding one. when 
the bottom fell out, and was only found 
after- a diligent search by the roust- 
abouts. Wouldn't advise floaters to 
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come this way, as history may repeat 
itself, and I can assure them that there 
arie enough of us here to hunt the bot- 
tom. However, if any bit here, we will 
.do the best we can for them, i. e., see 
that they put their feet under the table 
three times per day, twice for square 
meals and once for a handspring affair. 
• ■ How many of our L,ocals have given 
May 1st, 1898, a thought? If you have 
not, don't you think it is about time? 
If you had a "cozy little" 20x30 reading 
room and all the chief pushes discuss- 
ing the above, you would be compelled 
to give it the needed attention it should 
liave. 

By way of reply to Bro. 'McDonnell, 
will say that we have the town down 
fine. All shops are In line, and we have 
neiarly all the inside men in. Some 
credit iB due the Executive Board, and 
some the central bodies, or rather their 
contract committees, for this state of 
ialTairs. These committees hustle the 
Job for Local Union labor, and we do 
the rest, as far as No. 26 is concerned, 
and' lend a helping hand to those that 
can't help themselves. 

We added a few lights to our grand 
circuit at our last meeting and have a 
few more under consideration. We are 
at present devoting our time to outside 
men In and out of town, and are meet- 
ing; with great success. Thanlcs to a 
few floaters. We fired the bomb, and 
It woke up some of our brothers. The 
only complaint we have now is poor at- 
tendance. Can't some brainy brother 
devise some scheme to increase the at- 
tendance? These absentees do nothing 
but comment on what we do when they 
meet us on the street. They tell us 
what we ought to do. I will give them 
credit, for some of their ideas are good 
and worthy of consideration. Come up, 
brothers^, and submit the same ideas at 
our meeting. I'll state for Bro. Mc- 
Donneir« benefit that it is personal 
property that carries me to Baltimore, 
and not real estate. I, like himself, 
have no use for anything that I can't 
carry; By the way, Joe, did you get 
that pie? No. 26 would like to hear 
from you. Bro. Rabbitt says you can't 
redeem that due bill. He intends to 
keep it as a souvenir. 

Brothers, how many of you saw Bro. 
Wright's appeal in the April "Worker." 
I daire say very few. I received a com- 
munication from him which I read at 
bur meeting, and secured twenty-five 
subscriptions by so doing. This was 
about the size of our meeting. Can't 
other locals do as well or better? 

Brothera, I will submit a few things 
for your consideration. Would it be 
well to add a black list to our Journal 
for the publication of crooked mem- 
bers? This will have a tendency to 
keep those inclined to be crooked 
straight, ., and place those already 
crooked in their right light before good 
men. Second, a Union Label gallery 
for the publication of Union labels. We 
have been hoodwinked once and see 
the necessity of this. 

I'll close by making the same request 
as Bro. McDonnell. Give the floater a 
kind \;ard and a cheering smile. Don't 
be too much for self (the trouble with 
.most of our members). Help him get a 
job; that is what he wants. His health 
,19 usually so good that he doesn't have 
to travel- for It. He upholds the wages. 



and is usually a good mechanic, and 
lastly but not leastly, a good Union 
man, and not afraid to say so. Isn't it 
the truth, brother floaters? 

T. E. BESSMAN, 
Another Floater. 



UNION NO. 27, BALTIlilORE. MD. 

It has been some time since I have 
read anything in the journal from No. 
27, and it strikes me that our Press 
Sec'y. has gone to sleep. However, he 
has a great many things to think 
about, and will have to be excused. 

Baltimore at the present time. Is 
anything but flourishing for Inside wir- 
ing,, but still, most of our members are 
keeping the wolf from the door. 

On the thirdTof this month', our pres- 
ident, Bro. Chas. Leitz, foreman for 
.Tohn K. How & Co., took myself and 
three other brothers to overhaul and 
rectify some work that a man named 
Lucas, with some more "rats" had un- 
dertaken to do, but still the rats 
worked on. Bro. Leitz looked up the 
manager of the building, which hap- 
pened to be the "Evening News" of 
Baltimore, and all printers are mem- 
bers of the Typographical Union, and 
with the assistance of the president of 
Federation of Labor', it did not take 
long to run the "rats" in their holes. 
After getting rid of the animals, every- 
thing went on very smoothly for a 
while. Then Bro. Splllman came in 
contact with the business part of a live 
wire, which burned his left hand pretty 
badly, but not seriously. We hope he 
will be more careful in the future. 

GEO. WASHINGTON. 



UNION NO. 35, BOSTON, MASS. 
Being duly elected Press Sec'y at our 
last meeting, I will endeavor to fulfill 
the duties of the office to the best of my 
ability. 

Well, to start with, brothers, I regret 
to announce the sudden summons to 
the Great Unknown of our brother 
lineman, Albert- E. Walsh, of Nova 
Scotia, through the agency of the high 
potential fluid given out by the ma- 
chines of the Boston Electric Light 
Co., at their power house on Congress 
street, this city, and thence through 
overhead conductors into the Dorches- 
ter district, where our deceased brother 
was sent to change from one pole to 
another an alternating circuit of 2,000 
volts for arc light, which, of course, 
was supposed to be dead in the day 
time, and it is quite clear that our 
brother received the above named rapid 
transit agent of death through bad in- 
sulation of another and live circuit ad- 
joining the one he was at work on. It 
is disclaimed that he cut iuto a iive 
wire by mistake, as has been stated by 
the above-named company, and to c'ear 
themselves, I understand, they had 
new wire strung in place of the defect- 
ive insulated wire, almost immediately 
after the fatality, undoubtedly to con- 
ceal all evidence of their liability. 

We have initiated nine new members 
since our last contribution. 

We have had two deaths within the 
month. Bros. Walsh and P. W. Flynn. 
who, I believe, was also killed while 
following his vocation, but I regret I 
.cannot give the particulars. 



Our late Press Sec'y, P. S. Ryan, was 
elected president of the Building 
Trades Council. H. DYER, 

Press Sec'y. 



UNION NO. 37, HARTFORD, CT. 

There has been much activity among 
the members of Local No. 37 the past 
three weeks. Several of the boys have 
been working over time, for which 
they expect double time when the pay- 
master comes around at the dance and 
electrical display, Thursday, November 
4th. The timekeeper has been keeping 
pretty good track, as he has had his 
little book and fountain pen with him 
right along, of those who are negligent 
and who have failed to put in an ap- 
pearance on the job, and when pay day 
comes around and they find their en- 
velope contains nothing but wind, they 
will probably realize that is the 
amount due them. 

The committee on display. will have 
their efforts crowned by the most suc- 
cessful and elaborate electrical exhibi- 
tion ever seen in this city. They have 
been assisted in their work by the gen- 
eral dance committee, and many of the 
members, and are indebted to the sev- 
eral companies for the material used; 
principally to Mr. Rollins, the superin- 
tendent of -'the Hartford Light and 
Power Co., he being most generous in 
furnishing lamps and current; the Perr 
kins Electrical Co., through contractor 
Furlong, in providing the receptacles, 
and Furlong, Reylonds, Greene, Staut- 
inger and Hurley, contractors, in fur- 
nishing motors, search lights and other 
material, on the display emblematic of 
the Union. Mr. Greene furnished all 
the lamps. To give you an idea of 
what this piece alone looks like, 1 will 
try and describe it. . On an outside Cir- 
cle are the letters shoving in the ends 
of specially made lamps, the words 
National Brotherhood Electrical Work- 
ers of America; on an Inner circle are 
the letters Dance and Display, Novem- 
ber 4th, 1897. Inside_ this circle will be 
the hand in miniature lamps, grasping 
the electric flashes. When I say. it is 
rich you will presume I am not exag- 
gerating. Following in order and in 
colors red, white and blue, are stars, 
anchors, pendants, crescents, and a 
large sign, "Welcome." "Welcome," be- 
ing so arranged that the letters will 
light alternately. The chandelier will 
be so arranged that it will be a large 
globe of different colors. On the stage 
will be a fountain, the stream and 
spray interspersed with different col- 
ors, front lights arranged beneath. On 
each side of the stage will he an artis- 
tic piece of whittling, made into fan 
shapes and folded in most artistic fash- 
ioiis, aiid with the light effects th£y 
will have, will show off magnificently. 
The grand march and dances will have 
colored effects from calcium lights, and 
the whole thing will be on a very elab- 
orate scale from an electrical point of 
view, there being upwards of 800 lights 
in the whole display. We hope to be 
able to photograph the whole thing, 
and if possible will furnish you a photo 
for the December nuniber of Worker. 
By way of advertising, we will flash 
search lights from building around 
city, and have It directed at proper In- 
tervals at a large sign to be located 
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where pedestrians on Main street will 
be most attracted to it. Also we pro- 
pose to march aromtd ttie square baT- 
iii£ a connection with trolley, each 
man bavins a lighted lamp on end of 
liis c^e. At hail we will display large 
star with appropriate advertising. 
From tlie sale of tickets and returns 
thns far, 1 predict a nice little sum for 
onr treasury, and hope from our first 
effort we will realize the good results 
we aaticipate. Our expectations have 
bem realised in the membership show- 
ing of onr hocai, and as I predicted 
some time iirevioas that we would have 
50 members before the snow flies, the 
feat has been accompliifaed. At last 
meeting eleven felt the current of our 
grand circoit, and as there is few more 
tm the docket for to-night, I will have 
to get myself In shape to pull the 
swltctk. 

Business good. AIL boys at work. 
F. J. HHB»itfAN, President 



VMION NO. 38. CLEVELAND. O. 
No. 88 ia highly pleased to have the 
convention held in Detroit, partially 
tnm a selfish standpoint, and partially 
because we believe it will Insure a larg- 
er attendance. Now, as this is the last 
nomber before the convention, let us 
see what each one thinks ought to be 
done. I will state a few things that I 
think ouc^t to be Etlrred up, and if 
eadi Press SM'y. will do the -same, per- 
haps the convention will have some- 
thing to woric on. In Sec. 1 of Art. II 
yon will find the.-words "We propose to 
establish an app^ntice system." Now. 
what nonsense. Tliere has not. for the 
past ten twelve years, been an ap- 
prentice in the electric or any other 
trade, and it is not likely there ever 
will be again. Boys are not taken as 
apprentices any more; they are taken 
as helpers, and' when they can throw a 
shifter for a machine, or wind a mag- 
net coil, their trade is learned, so it 
seems nonsen:se for the N. B. E. W. to 
propose to establish an. apprenticeship. 
What we oujght and do have to deal 
with Jfl what is now Itnown -as helpers.' 
Now. the helper may be a man, woman, 
girl or boy. as the casis may be, and 
they should receive our attention. 
Again, I believe that each Local should 
have the right to charge whatever 
amount it pleases for Initiation fee, 
providing it paid a fixed amount, say 
$2f.0O, into the General Office. Each 
Local'Union should have the right to 
charge whatever it sees fit, if it be 
three, five, ten or twenty-five dollars, 

" and any brother going from one Local 
or city to another, should be compelled 
to pay the difference (it any) between 
the Local he leaves' and the Local he 
must Join before hie can obtain work, 
and I beileve' the initiation fee in all 

. Locals should be kept down to the low- 
est possible limit; not only the Initia- 
tion fee, hut the monthly dues should 
be reduced to the very lowest possible 
limit. The rank and .file are not in this 
to donate any large amount of money 
for the support of individuals, arid the 
officers from president down should be, 
and no doubt are willing to reduce all 
expenses to the lowest point. Let no 
man or set of men profit at the expense 
of the Brotherhood, as has been the 
case in a numbsr of other organiza- 
tions. And in regard to tbe Journal, 



let us take a whack at that. Each mem- 
ber pays 10 csnt J per month extra ior 
the "Worker," and the reguUxr sub- 
scription is 11.00, so a brother who is a 
member of the N. B. E. W. pays at the 
rate ?1.20, • while sa outsider, a scab, 
maybe, gets the same "Worker" for 
11.00, or 20 cents pc-r year leas than a 
memSier in good standins, and there- 
fore I kick. Let the official journal be 
an indepi^ndert paper. Let it bs edited 
the same as noW; if you wiil, but don't 
compel any brother to take and pay for 
it against his will. If he wants it. let 
him subscribe and pay for it. li not, 
let him go Without it. If he likes it, he 
will subscribe; if he don't, he won't, 
that's all. 

No. 38 will be repf asented at Detroit. 
No.: 80 will be represented by proxy. 
No. 38 will represent No, 80. and the 
proxy will have something to say in re- 
gard to organising the girls j^orking at 
the electric business. 

No. 38 has lots of respect for her 
brothers over in Detroit, even if No. 17 
was not interested enough in the <!eath 
of one of its members to reply to a tele- 
gram and letter from No. ZS notifying 
her of the killing of a brother in one of 
the small towns near Cleveiand. The 
next time a member of No. 17 climbs 
the golden stairs in this neck of the 
woods, we will lay him away and say 
nothing about it, until No. 17 comes 
around and. inquires for him, which, if 
we Judge the future by the past, will be 
along about th^ day of Judgment. 
nTHOS. WHEELER, Press Seo'y. 

UNION NO. 48, SYP.ACUSE, N. Y. 

Once more brothers, I will attempt to 
fill tbe office of Press Sec'y. for Local 
No. 43. I have been receiving congrat- 
ulations from some of the boys on ac- 
count of my last letter. Well, to tell 
the truth, I did not know it was in me, 
but then a person doesn't know what 
he can do until he gets :& bustle on 
himself and tries .it once. After that 
he has confidence in himself. 

Tuesday, Octobei* 12th, was a great 
day in Syracuse? The city was fifty 
years old, and celebrated it with a blow 
out. Everybody turned out; all the or- 
ganizations and I6dges were repre- 
sented in line, with floats of all kinds. 
In fact, everything was done to make it 
a success, arid it was. No. 43, as usual, 
distinguished herself; • that is to say, 
made herself conspicuous by her ab- 
sericfe, but for all that it was a day to 
bo remembered: / 

At our last meeting it was decided to 
change our meeting nights, so that the 
deliegates to'tae Trades Assembly could 
attend our meetings*. We wiU meet 
every first and third Tuesdays instead 
of every weeli:. We also elected a new 
Financial Sfecretary, a staunch, tried 
and true Union man; the rigtt man for 
the place, I think. The experience of 
Local No. 2 in enough to make all 
brothers careful, and 1 say right here, 
elect good men for officers, and after 
you have elected them, see that they do 
their .duty. Kepp your books scraight, 
by all means,' for to my way of think- 
ing nothing' w'U' bring mistrust and 
discord in & L-ocal Econer than to have 
its members think thut tbe books are 
not straight, and When a Local keeps 
chang;ing financial secretaries every 
few reoaths,' It is .■Umoat im- 



possible for any man to keep 
his books right. I don't^ say 
this to hurt anyone's feelings, but 
u don't take a man with over an ounce 
of brains in his head to know that bus- 
iness is business, and to run a business 
of any kind, you must have a system of 
some kind so that if you want to find- 
out just how you stand, you refer to 
your books and if they are up to date, 
you know just where you are.- ■ 

I did not intend to write a long let- 
ter this time, but now that I have got 
squared away, there is no telling where 
I will wind up. Now, brothers, this is 
Just what I, as a brother of the N. B. E. 
-W., think of that body! To begin 
with. I am proud I am a-member ol No. 
43, and ani ready and williug at any 
time to do anything in my power to 
help the good cause along, and if at 
any time I, as their Press Sec'y., can 
contribute to the Worker in my own 
foolish way an article that will ^do any 
good, I will consider that I have done 
my duty as a brother and a Union man'. 
I look at the N. B. E. W., as a good 
big tree. The Local Unions are the 
branches; each member is a leaf on 
this tree. Now brothers, try and Imagine 
yourself the finest looking leaf on this 
grand big tree. Its branches reach out 
far and wide to make it a good lookingi 
healthy tree; one that will grow year 
after year, if it is planted in good soil. 
The constitution of the N. B. E. W., is 
the soil. Let that be of the best. Ma- 
terials for making it so can be found in 
the Locals. Let them b@ men who will 
use their brains and their voices for 
the good and welfare of their Unions. 
Let them bring home notes from the 
convention to their Locals. Let the 
branches then elect as ofBcers, men 
who will do their duty ^nd enforce the 
by-laws; let every brothei- or leaf of 
the tree see to it that he will do all in 
his power to make the grand old tree 
look good, so good that he will say 
with pride "I am a brother of N. B. E. 
W,, and am proud of it." Then broth- 
ers, and not until then when each and 
every man (I mean leaf) does his duty, 
will we have a tree that will stand any 
storm; a tree that o.thers who are not 
with us will be glad to get under its 
branches; a tree that will reach from 
pole to pole, and one, as I said before, 
that we will all be proud of. One Lo- 
cal cannot do it, but ail can, and I hope 
God will spare my life that I may yet 
see this tree. 

Work is about the same here. No 
great change since my last letter. AH 
the boys are working, or looking for it. 
Yours truly is^till pegging away, but I 
don't know how long it will last. 

Bro. Downs is the happiest , brother 
in town. The first was a boy, and it is 
safe to say, if he follows the footsteps 
of his dad he will be a red hot Union 
man. 

At our last meeting it was voted not 
to send a delegate to the convention. 
For my part, I am sorry. I think that 
it is the duty of every Local affiliated 
with the N. B. E. W. to be represented 
by a delegate at the convention. There 
will be questions that will affect us all. 
Conventions are like our regular meet- 
ings. If members don't attend you 
cannot do business, and without dele- 
gates, tbe conventions would be tha 
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same. If erery Local thought the way 
No. 43 does, where would we get the 
60il for the^trec I spoke of? Although 
I am in favor of keeping money in the 
treasury for sick benents, still I think 
that the- money spent on a delegate 
would do a world o£ good. 

Death has entered the home of Bro. 
Nat Roe, formerly of Local No. 44. It 
took away his best friend, and a boy's 
best friend, his mother. Below are res- 
olutions of condolence adopted by the 
committee appointed by Local No. 43. 

DIXIE. 



UNION NO. 44, ROCHESTER, N. Y. 

The brothers will have to excuse my 
last letter to the Worker, as it was 
sent to the publishers in sections, and 
the last section arrived too late to con- 
nect. Got "grounded" on the line some- 
where. 

We had Bro. Kelly of St. Louis here 
for a couple of hours some time ago, 
but were sorry, that his time was lim- 
ited, as we would all liked to have met 
him asd become acquainted. 

The prospects are getting a little 
brighter in this city for the trade, there 
being a great many people moving and 
changing around; also the wiring of 
the Eastman Kodak Cn.'n new building. 
The contract for lighting or wiring it 
for about 800 lights was let a few days 
ago, and I think some of the boys have 
atarted it already. 

The brothers are all well with the 
esception of Bro. Greenwood, who was 
knocked off of a ladder while trimming 
a lamp, by a man driving against the 
ladder, deliberately, it seems. This is 
the second or third time this has hap- 
pened to different brothers, and it is 
nearly time to put a stop to it. 

Well, I don't like to croak, but I am 
like a balloon — full of gas — and I have 
got to work some of it off and it is 
this: this agreement business that is 
taking place In so many different Lo- 
cals, is catching and I think No. 44 has 
caught it at lasL I dare not speak 
above a whisper yet about it, for fear 
something will give way, but the out- 
look Is bright. 

No. i7 in answer to the inquiry, 
"How can we keep bur members In the 
Union" suggests that every other meet- 
ing night be set apart for entertain- 
ment and etc., but in support of it, I 
would say not to designate every other 
meeting, but to select any meeting 
night, just as it suited the committee, 
and have it kept secret until the meet- 
ing came and then the members would 
have to attend every meeting in order 
to catch the right one and enjoy the 
entertainments, recitations, etc. But 
in opposition to it I would say that if a 
man has no more unionism in him than 
that and in order to get him to attend 
meeting the Local has to furnish an 
entertainment, the Union is better oS 
without him. 

Wet], whoever lives to see the 24th 
of this month, and '-happens to be in 
Rochester at the time, will see our an- 
nual grand ball in all its glory, and we 
hope lo make it a grander success than 
ever before. We would like to see ev- 
ery member of the N. B. E. W. at our 
dance, but as that is impossible, we 
will say that if any of the boys wander 



in that night, we will make them wel- 
come and give them a good time. 

. j"; GRAHAM, Pr^ss Sec y. 

tTNION NO. 56, ERIE, PA. 

I have been prevailed upon to ac- 
cept the office of Press Secretary, va- 
cated by the resignation of Bro. B. T. 
Ir.dermlll. 

No. 56 is getting ready for a grand 
bail for the benefit of our sick brother, 
E. E. Hart, to take place at Maenner- 
chor Hall, Thursday evening, Oct. 28th, 
atfd we expect to have a large crowd. 

One of our members, Bro. H. H. 
Hicks, has taken unto himself a wife. 
The members of No. 58 wish them a 
long and prosperous career. 

This is iny first offense, and if Fates 
permit, I will try again. 

J. F. ST. CLAIR, Press Sec'y. 

UNION NO. 65, BUTTE, MONT. 

As the coming convention will un- 
doubtedly be one of vital importance to 
the National Brotherhood, it is to be 
hoped that the Local Unions will ex- 
ercise great care in choosing their del- 
egates. Remember Ihat they are to 
make our laws and map out our course 
for the next two years. They should be 
of sound judgment, able minded, and of 
unswerving principle — men that you 
know have the welfare of the Brother- 
hood at heart. It will be a nice trip 
with plenty of pleasure and amusement, 
such a trip as anyone would like to 
take. But you must not lose sight of 
the fact that your delegate holds, lu' a 
great measure, the future' prosperity 
and welfare of the Brotherhood in his 
hand. Therefore use your best judg- 
ment in choosing your delegates. 

We are trying hard to arrange some 
way to be represented at- the conven-- 
tion. We have been paying out a great 
deal of money th^ past two months, 
and to put out from f80 to $100 now, 
would leave us in rather bad way 
financially, in case of trouble, or two or 
three sick brothers to take care of, 
something, of course, we do not an- 
ticipate, but we wish to guard against 
any such emergencies. Wo are cor- 
responding with Spokane, and may be 
able to co-operate with each other. If 
we can possibly see our way clear, we 
will be represented. 

One important matter which should 
be considered at the conTcntion, is 
some system governing apprentices. A 
great many companies employ from 
one to three helpers to every wlreman 
or lineman. These helpers with from 
six months to a year's experience, be- 
come scattered over the country calling 
themselves first-claiss workmen, taking 
work at any price they can get it. This 
is one of the principal reasons why the 
linemen and wiremen are getting no 
more wages than they are to-day. It 
is something I can't comprehend, but 
it is certainly a fact that the country is 
producing three times as many men 
(first-class electricians), as compared 
"with other branches of labor. An ap- 
prentice should work at least two years 
and should attain a good grade of pro- 
ficiency before being admitted to the 
Brotherhood. Furthermore, he should 
not be allowed to do the work of a 
journeyman until he is a member and 
holds a working card. There are men- 



admitted to some of the Local Unions 
who could not begin to hold a job in a 
great many places. Why? Because 
our by-laws do not give any definite 
examination for a man to pass. There 
should be a regular form of examina- 
tion laid down in the by-laws, for each 
branch of work. But at present it- is 
left to the discretion of two or three 
who may think that the man is all 
right while ethers would not think of 
admitting him. We want to know that 
when a man holds a card we will have 
no cause to feel ashamed of his work. 
Then too, our employers will value our 
services and in time will learn that a 
\i^orkiug card Is a guarantee that the 
man knows his business. 

Bro. H. M. Layne, foreman for the 
Bulte General Electric, left about three 
weeks ago, and I believe is in Ogden in 
charge of some work there. Bro. J. B. 
Harrison, assistant foreman, left a few 
days later and went to Salt Lake in- 
tending to go to Chicago 

No. Co lost two staunch brothers, and 
the Butte General Electric two very 
good men. Our best wishes go with 
them. 

All the boys are working and there 
is plenty of work in sight for some 
time. 

We have ..added two new lights to 
our circuit. Bro. C. C. Lenhart and 
Bro. M. C. Medherst. We also have six 
applications for our next meeting. 
CIIAS. H. CAUSEY, Press Sec'y. 



UNION NO. 66, HOUSTON, TEX. 

Here I am again, very willing to give 
news, with little, if any, to give, but I 
must have a letter in each "Worker," it 
it is only a few lines. 

I noticed a letter from some brother 
in one of the back "Workers" giving 
his views in regard to changing the 
grip and signs of the Brotherhood. 1 
think as he does. The grip and signs 
should be changed, but how will we do 
it? That's the question. Unless every 
Union sends a delegate to the conven- 
tion, I can't see but one other way, and 
that would be a very expensive one. 
That is, for the Brotherhood to send a 
man to each Union after the conven- 
tion and give instruction. As I said be- 
fore, that, I fear, is. too expensive, as 
the Brotherhood reaches out so far. 

I am very sorry to see Texas lose the 
convention; very sorry. Indeed, and 
can't see what San Antonio was think' 
ing of to allow it to get away the way 
they did. If Houston had had the 
chance San Antonio did, she would 
never have allowed it to escape. 

Well, I am still on the road. At 
present I am in Seguin, Tex., wiring an 
oil mill and putting in 127 incandescent 
and four arc lights. The arc lights are 
the latest improved l.^C-hour lamps; 
the dynamo an Edison, 200-Iight, 110 
volts. The switchboard is to be of the 
latest pattern, being made of marble. 
The mill is owned by the National Cot- 
ton Oil Co. The electrical contract was 
let to L. E Miller of Houston, although 
within a stone's throw of San Antonio, 
yet we beat them at it. 

Bro. O. P. Woods is at present in 
Hempstead, Tex., putting in a plant 
there; he also works for Mr Miller. 

Work, both Inside and line work, 
seems to be pretty good despite the yel- 
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low fever scare throughout this State. 
There is a great deal of dengue f^er 
all over the State. Your humble serv- 
ant had a very heavy attack of it him- 
self, and had about decided to give up 
the ghost, when the timely call of a 
doctor ctianged the tide of affairs, and 
instead of a. committee writing resolu- 
tions upon my death, I am able to write 
my OBuai piece for the "Worker." 

All members are doing well here, and 
we reserve an extra, job or two for 
stray brothers. 

GEO. D. CROSSLEY, 
Press Sec'y. 



tJNION NO. 75, GHAND RAPIDS, 
MICH. 

"tltg hot time in the oid:town" has 
ifassed, and followed by a much cooler 
wave. The carnival was a thorough 
success, fun galore for four- days, and 
(our nights, and it has been entirely out 
of the question to sleep, and if a man 
eat, he was playing in luck, so I am 
afraid our letter will be a little dull 
this month. . 

The industrial parade Thursday 
nisht of the carnival, was one of the 
flnest ever seen in this part of the 
Gonntry, and there was lots of good 
music which makes all parades nice. 
Sixteen brass bands dotted the parade. 
Eveiy Union in the city was repre- 
sented in the line of march. The elec- 
t™ display of the Consolidated Street 
R. R., was the finest ever seen here, 
consisting of their tower wagon hand- 
somely decorated, with 185 incandes- 
cent lights burning upon it, and drawn 
by the celebrated running team "Boney 
and Frank;" also a large open car in- 
laid in French ptate mirrors, hand- 
somely decorated and illuminated with - 
24,0 incandescent light?. 

Work is steady here, but nothing 
rushing. All the members are work- 
ing. Bro. Mack is doing some rebuilu- 
ing for the Street R. R. Co., puttiag up 
500 new poles and considerable trolley; 
also the Citizens Tel. Co., are building 
a state line from Grand Rapids to Kal- 
amazoo. The fire and police depart- 
ments have been doing some under- 
ground work, and getting the system 
in good condition. Bro. Carlin is well 
and at work again. 

It looks as though we are going to 
have a municipal lighting plant in the 
near future, as our city fathers are ' 
floating 1125,000 bonds. 

Not forgetting to thank our "Volun- 
teer" for his kindness in representing 
us last month, J did not resign. I sent 
in my resignation but was asked to 
withdraw. I sent a letter for our jour- 
nal, but it was too late for the press. 
Bro. Kelly w^ail bear me out in this 
statement. - 

I had the pleasure of being, elected 
delegate of No. 75 to the national con- 
vention, to be held in Detroit. No. 76 
has some little grievance on death 
benefits. I will explain it there, as I 
am a better talker than writer. 

I hope every Union that is able will 
h.ive a delegate at the convention, as 
I feel satisfied that No. 17 are not the 
class of men to leave a stone unturned 
in making it pleasant for each and 
.every delegate. . 

v.; D.B.-M., Press "Sec'y. 



IMMEMORIAM. 

■Resolutions adopted on the death of 
Mr. Kenry George, by Local Union No. 
1, 3t. Louis. Mo., at a regular meeting 
held Nov. 1, 1397. 

Whereas. Henry George, the . author 
of "Progress E.iid- Poverty," responding 
to the call of duty,' gave up his life bat- 
tling for the only cause that will truly 
emancipate labor and put all men on 
an equality of opportunity to live and 
enjoy the hl^ssipgs of ..liberty: there- 
fore, l)e it ■ 

ResoIved. By iiQcal Union No. 1 of 
St. Louia. National Brotherhoo.d Elec- 
trical Workers Of America, that we 
deeply deplore the loss of humanity's 
great champion., llenry George, the 
people's friend sjiA tribune, and that 
we recognize in him the uncompromis- 
ing enemy of oppression and monop- 
oly of nvery kind and nature. 

Resolved, That in his pure and chiv- 
alrous character, in the domestic cir- 
cle, before the public, in every walk 
where duty beckoned him, his fioelity 
to aii that is purie; and . nobl^, and . beau- 
tiful .-}n life, we havd the type of man 
whose entire careeir'Js worthy of emu- 
lation. 

■ Resolved. That the members of Local 
Union No. 1 be requested to attend the 
memorial services in his honor, to be 
held at Music Hall, next. Sunday. 

Resolved, That wc tender to his faith- 
ful wife and devoted children our sin- 
cere condolende and genuine sympathy' 
in their great bereavement and com- 
mend them to Hiin in whose services 
the husband and father .gave up his 
lUe. •. 

' Resolved, That these resdlntions be 
spread upon- the niinutes ' and an . en- 
grossed copy sent to the fainily of the 
deceased. ' 

L. H. DAGGETT. 

« , Pres't. 
GEO. WELLER. 

■ Rec. Sec'y. 
HARRY MEYERS. 

; Vice Pres't 

Resolutions adopted by Local Union 
No. 6, San Francisco. Cal., on the 
death of Bro. Louis Kriiger. 

Whereas, It has pleased Almighty 
God in His infinite wisdom through His 
earthly messenger, inexorable death, to 
visit us, and under estremely sad cir- 
cumstances,, remove from our» midst 
our esteemed brother member, Louis 
Kruger, and - i , 

Whereas, The intimate relation held" 
during a long electrical and social ca- 
reer by our deceased brothsr with the 
members of this Union, makes it our 
solemn duty to express our esteem for 
his manly worth and our deep sorrow 
at iiis' io&s. and of the still heavier loss 
sustained by those nearest and dearest 
to him, therefore be it 

Resolved, That the sudden removal 
of such a brother from our midst leaves 
a vacancy and shadow that will be 
deeply felt by all members of the 
Union and its friends; and be it fur- 
ther 

Resolved, That with deep sympathy 
with the afflicted relatives of our de- 
ceased brother, wo express an earnest 
hope that even so great a bereavement 
may be - overruled for their highest 
good; and jbe^t -further 



Resolved, That these resolutions be 
spread upon our minutes and .our char- 
ter draped for a period of thirty days, 
as a testimonial of the respect and es- 
teem in which our late lamented broth- 
er was held by his fellow members. 

A. E. YOELL, 

B. RUSH, 

C. E. MASTEN, t 

Committee. 



Whereas, The great and all-\iise God 
has seen fit in His infinite wisdom to 
remove from our midst our brother, Al- 
bert E. Walsh, and 

Whereas. Knowing the sterling qual- 
ity of our noble-hearted and ge&eroua 
brother, be it 

Resolved; That we, members of 
Local Union No. 35, do hereby extend 
to the parents, relatives and friends of 
our late brother, our most tender and 
heartfelt sympathies; and be it 

Resolved, That while we sympathize 
with the bereaved relatives, we hope 
that they will be consoled by the 
thought that he has arisjen to a bright- 
er and better life. 

Resolved, That a copy of those reso- 
lutions be given to the parents of Bro. 
Walsh, and also published in our ofS-' 
dal journal. JOHN J. LARICIN, 
T. R. MELVILLE, 
E. COLViN, 

Commltfee. 



Whereas, It has pleased Almighty 
God to remove from our' midst our 
brother and co-worker, Patrick W.. 
Flynn, and 

Whereas, We desire to express oui 
sincere regret and heartfelt sympathy 
to his wife and family; therefore he it 

Resolved, That to show our respect 
to our lately deceased brother, Patrick 
W. Flynn, that we drape our charter in 
mourning for thirty days; and be it 
further 

Resolved, That we cause to be pub- 
lished in our ofiicial journal these reso- 
lutions, and forward a copy to the be- 
reaved family. JOHN J. LARKIN, 
T. R. MELVILLE, 
E, COLVIN, 

Committee. , 



Whereas, It has pleased the Almighty- 
in His divine wisdom to call by death 
from our Brother, J. S. Tobias, his be-' 
loved wife, be It ' 

Resolved. That we tender to him and ' 
his children our heartfelt sympathy; 
and, further, that we endeavor, to con^ 
sole and comfort them in their great 
loss. 

W. J. WALES, 
P. L. MEYERS, 
F. E. ENSMINGER, 

Coiuiuitte'er' 



Whereas, Death has entered the 
home of our brother Nat Roe, and 
taken from him his beloved .mother, 
therefore be it 

Resolved, That all members of this 
Union extend to him their heartfelt 
sympathy in this, his hour of afiliction) 
and that a copy of these resolutions- be 
sent to our official journal for piiblica-, 
Uon. EDWARD DAKIN, 

WILLIAM McCarthy, 

CHAS. DAVENPORT, 

■ •' Committes. 
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PROSPECTS OF THE JAPANESE 
LABOR MOVEMENT. 

Honigo, Tokyo, Japan, Sept. 3, 1897. 

It-is justly remarked by some Amer- 
ican writers that all the industrial de- 
vices which have cost generations and 
millions to develop in Europe and 
America come to us, Japanese, ready 
made. The same can be said, we think, 
of the solution of the labor problem. 
Follies and mistakes that were made 
by western workers stand ample warn- 
ing for us, and if we but heed them the 
path ' of labor emancipation in this 
country will present quite a different 
picture than that of western t;ountries. 

While It is quite true that we have 
adopted the Manchester doctrine of 
cheap labor in conjunction with the 
Manchester factory devices, the evil 
consequence of which is apparent at 
this early date of our factory system, 
as witnessed by the horrible conditions 
of work exacted from factory opera- 
tives, child labor, etc., yet precedent 
experience warrants us in entertaining 
a cheerful view for our future indus- 
trial career. It is now axiomatic with 
tho "labor movement that the peaceful 
solution of the labor problem can come 
only through organized effort on the 
part of working people on the 
one hand and through under- 
standing of the labor movement on the 
part of employers on the other. With 
lack of one or the other of these fun- 
damental elements, the labor move- 
ment can never have "a smooth sea" 
in any country. If this be true, what 
can we say of oiii" future when we, at 
this early date of our modern indus- 
trial regime, observe these two funda- 
mental elements in evidence, inough 
they are insignificant at present, they 
are bound to assume much importance 
in the very near future. 

Nor Is it a matter of mere conjec- 
ture. It was only last July when an 
association under the name of Rodo- 
Kumiai-Kisel-Kwai (literally translat- 
ed: Association for Encouragement 
and Formation of Trades Unions) was 
formed in this capital city with the 
avowed purpose to encourage and as- 
sist the formation of trades unions, 
that powerful and only agency for up- 
lifting the working people. 

This association made, during its 
brief existence of two months, a gigan- 
tic stride in its membership, which is 
now 450. The members are all work- 
ing men of various trades, each of 
whom is pledged to make a determined 
effort, backed by the whole strength of 
the association, to organize his own 
trade when sufficient number of work- 
ers of said trade are enrolled in the as- 
sociatJop and stand steadfastly with 
the organization so formed. The asso- 
ciation is now hard at work to educate 
and familiarize these disciples of the 
labor cause to every phase of the labor' 
problem, and it is expected that a few. 
raontha in this "trades union school" 
will work a wonder upon the intellec- 
taal power Ci these disciples. 

The phenomenal growth of the asso-" 
ciatidn and the good work it is under- 
taking speak much for the future of 
the Japanese labor movement. Indeed., 
they unmistakably indicate that a pow-; 
erful organized effort of the working . 
people will be found, and found on a 



healthy basis, too, in active service in 
the near future. 

While the Japanese w;orkers' own ef- 
forts thus present Sa bright prospect, 
they have also found a powerful ally 
in the person of Mr. Sakiima Teiichi, 
the well-known Tokyo capitalist and 
owner of Shuyeisha, the largest print- 
ing establishment in this country. Mr; 
Sakuma now -stands a single capitalist- 
ic sympathizer of labor, but his pro- 
nounced attitude and vast influence 
could not fail but to impress others of 
the folly of an inimical attitude toward 
the effort of our working people to bet- 
ter their conditions. With the pres- 
ence of these two forces already in the 
field, is it still venturesome for us to 
predict a bright future for Japanese 
workers? I think not. 

For the purpose of ai:quainting our 
American friends as to how this Jap- 
anese capitalist conducts his business 
and establishment of Shuyeisha in 
matters connected with bis employes, 
let me briefly describe it, as follows: 

The establishment of Shuyeisha is 
composed of two departments, viz., 
type printing and type founding, em- 
ploying in the agg:regate over 850 men, 
boys and girls. Nine hours constitute 
a day's work in the establishment, over 
work being paid according to the hours 
so worked. In the type founding de- 
partment sixteen casting machines are 
worked, with a daily capacity of 14,000. 
Twenty-four men and thirty-five girls 
are employed in the department, the 
highest -wages of the former 18 yen*, 
and the lowest 6 yen per month, and 
the latter is paid by the day, the high- 
est being 25 Een[ and lowest 8 sen. 
Stereotyping is conducted in conjunc- 
tion with this department, for which 
fifteen men are employed, with wages 
varying from 6 yen to 20 yen per 
month. A man who. finishes 50 pages 
of octavo in a day is considered a skill- 
ed worker. 

The printing department is divided 
into seven divisions: proof-reading, 
type-picking, composing, decomposing, 
press-room, book-binding, and engine- 
room. For proof-reading 11 men are 
employed, the highest wages paid be- 
ing 16 yen per month and lowest 25 sen 
per day. For type-picking 112 men and 
boys are employed, with wages ranging 
from 15 to 40 sen per day. This Job 
is one that is peculiar to the Japanese 
printing trade. As there are over 4,000 
Chinese characters. in general use, be- 
sides 50 original Japanese characters, 
it is impossible for a compositor to go 
all over these characters. To over- 
come this difficulty, type-picking was 
made a special Job, and lype-pickers 
pick only Chinese characters, arrang- 
ing them in a case which will contain 
810 types. The case thus ai-rauged is 
"passed to the composing room for final 
arrangement. The wages of type-pick- 
ers is determined by the number of 
cases picked at a rate of 3 sen per rase. 
Most skilled in the department picks 16 
cases per day, while a newiy entered 
hoy is only able to pick two cases. The 
average efficiency of -the bands em- 
ployed is" how estimated at 13 ^a?et> psr 
day. . For comppsitioii '50 'men 'arc em-' 
ployed, their wages ranging from 27 to 
50 fen per day. The work of a com- 
positor consists of setting type^s passed 



from type-picking department in the 
cases, inserting Japanese characters, 
which are placed before him, where 
they are needed. A man who sets 24 
pag-es of octavo during a day is consid- 
ered a fair compositor. The decom- 
position is performed by girls above 
13 and under 19 years of age, with 
wages varying from 13 to 30 sen per 
day. In the press department 85 men 
and apprentices are employed; 10 Dow- 
son's cylinder machines, together with 
some dozen hand machines, are there. 
The average feeding capacity of hands 
is 1,000 per hour. The highest wages 
paid is 40 sen and lowest 24 sen per 
day. For bookbinding 11 men are em- 
ployed, with wages of from 23 to 30 
sen per day. In the engine-room 6 men 
with wages of from 19 to 30 sen per 
day, are employed. 

Among boys working in the estab- 
lishment there are 260 apprentices with 
terms of four and six years. AH neces- 
saries of life, including medical service 
and evening school education, are fur- 
nished to them free of charge. Month- 
ly allowance of 40 sen is given to them, 
and when they serve out the term 
monthly wages of 8 to 15 yen are paid, 
with an addition of 10 yen or under if 
they assume responsible positi-3ns, such 
as foremen or assistant foremen. 

A special feature of the establish- 
ment, for which it stands as a unique 
printing. e.stab]lshment in this country, 
is its benevolent feature. There are 
two benevolent systems in operation. 
The first is profit sharing. After de- 
ducting current expenses and 12 per 
cent annual interest on capital, the 
profit of the establishment is distrib- 
uted among all employes, share of each 
employe being determined by his pr 
her monthly earning. The second is 
an annuity given to every employe who 
continually served in the establish- 
ment under any capacity for a period 
of five years. The annuity for a term 
is 5 yen, and for each succeeding five 
years 5 yen is added. There are at 
present 56 men receiving the annuity 
of S yen, 14 of 10 yen. 4 of 15 yen, and 
^ 2 of 20 yen. Besides these benefits, one 
week's summer vacation is given to 
those who continually worked the pre- 
ceding seven months. The employes 
have their own choice to go to a sum- 
mer villa owned by Mr. Sakuma, and 
located at Zushi, a sea coast summer 
resort, or remain at their own homes. 
Not only all the expenses at the villa 
is borne by Mr. Sakuma, but money 
equal to their week's earning is given 
as if they had worked in the establish- 
ment. Such is the sympathy extended 
by Mr. Sakuma to his employes, and if 
all the other employers follow his no- 
ble footsteps the peaceful soiation of 
the labor problem will surely be aided 
and perhaps achieved. 

FUSATARO TAKANO. 

'*One yen is equal -to- about 50 Amer- 
ican cents. 
LOne hundredth of yen. 



All members should wear the Lapel 
Button of the N. B..E» W.. Solid gold., 
$1.00. Heavy rolled gold, 50 cents, 
address J. T. Kelly, 904 Oiive St., St. 
Louis, Mo. 
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THE EI.ECTRICAI. WORKER. 



NEW YORIC'S ELECTRIC RAILWAY 
PROGRESS. 



For nearly ten years past New York 
has been pointed at with the finger of 
scorn by the rest of the country for its 
lack of enterprise and facilities in the 
matter of surface street railway trans- 
portation. While there is barely a 
town of 10,000 inhabitants in the Unit- 
ed States which has not. had its electric 
railway system in operation -for some 
time, New York, below the Harlem 
river had no electric traction, if we 
except a half mile trolley on 135th 
street and a few miles of underground 
conduit on Lenox avenue. Eiut it would 
seem that the city is now making up 
for lost time, and, indeed, it may be 
claimed that by the Ist of January next 
New York will have the finest system 
of electric railways in operation to be 
fcund anywhere in the world; and, 
what is more, the work will be entirely 
underground, and thus remove the only 
objection which has ever been raised 
against the electric railway as a fac- 
tor in the city's transportation. The 
faith of the Metropolitan Street Rail- 
way Company in their new system is 
weil shown in the plans which they 
have under way for the erection of a 
. monster central power house. With the 
experience of the last ten years at their 
command, the engineers of the com- 
pany have designed a plant which we 
are sure will command attention the 
world over.— Electrical Engineer. 



Directory of Loca l Unions. 

(Secretaries will please furnish the necessary iii- 
formatioti to make this directory complete. Note 
that the time and place ol lueeling., the uame of the 
President, the names and addresses of the Recoid- 
iug and Financial Secretaries are required.) 

No. 1, St. I-oul9, Sro. — Meets everv Mondav at 
6M Market st. L. H. Dacrgcett. Pres.. 1220 St. Angre 
av.- Geo. WeUer. R. S., 22J6 Hebcrt St.; P. C. Fish, 
F. S., 1927 N. ISth st. 

No. 8, srilwanUeo.TFis.— Meets every Friclaj- at 
298 Fourth St. E.H.Cook, Pres., ii89 Second St.; 
T. Buxbaura, R. S., 1102 Hiberuia St.; J. H. White, 
if. S., 108 Harmon s£. 

No. 3, St. I.otii.s, nio.— Meets every Saturday 
at LiL'htstone's Hall, lUh and Franklin av. M. L. 
Durkiu. Pres.. 1814 Biddle St.; E. Van Trebra. R. 
S., 1516 N. LefnuKwell ave.; Jas. Gallagher, F. S., 
2421 N. Jeffesson ave. . i . j ,j 

No. 4, New Orlean.s, La.— Meets 1st and 3d 
Tuesdays at Carondelet and Perdido sts. J. Mc- 
Gremr, Pres., 21li Rousseau St.; C. M. Hale, R 
630 St. Mary St.; R. B. Joyce. F. S.. 331 .5. Bassiu St. 

No. 5, nttsburp, Pa.— Meets 2d and4th Ihurs- 
daysat K. of !<. Hall, cor. Market and Third ave. 
A. E. Eldridge, Pres.. 156 Devillicrs St.; H. McGre- 
for, R. S..4 Wandless St.; F. E. Friedman, F. S., 
'S Liberty St., Allegheny, , ^ , , , 

No. 0, Sail Framilsco, Cal.— Meets 2iid and 4th 
Wednesdays at Forester's Hall, 20 Eddy st. G. 
P. Manning, Pres.. 1812 Geary St.; C. T. Hogau, R.. 
S. 1 Eldridge St.; R. p. Gale. P. S., lOOtLarkiii st. 

No. 7, SpriiiRficld, IMa.ss.— Meets every 
Wednesday at room 14, Barnes B'.k. Wm. Gregg, 
Pres 10" Bancroft St.; T. H. Bowen. R. S., 26 Hub- 
bard av.; M. Farrell. F. S.. 59 Broad st. 

No. 8. Toledo, O. — Meets every Friday at 
Wallahalla Hall, 131 Monroe st. P. Crowley,, Pres.. 
848 W. Lafayette St.; S. M. Strub, R. S., lljs Peck 
St.; Fred Lewis, F. S., 352 Missouri st. 



No. .0, Cliicnjro, III.— Meets every Saturday at 
106 E. Raudolpli St. J. E. Poling, Pres., 6625 Mor- 
gan St.: W. A. Jackson, R. S., 197 S. Jefferson St.; 
C. W. Beach, F. S., 5S12 Sherman st. 

No. 10, Imlianaiiolis, Iiid. — Meets 1st and 3rd 
Mondav at 29;< W. Pearl St. John Berrv, Pres., care 
of headquarters Fire Dept.; E. Bussele, R. S.. 487 
N. Illinois St.; E. C. Hartung, F. S., Rooms 5-7 
Cyclorama Bldg. . . 

No. 17, Detroit, Jticli. — Meets 1st and 3d 
Tuesdays at Room 8 Hilsendegen Block. J. G. 
Forbes, Pres.. 745 Milwaukee ave. W.; F. Camp- 
bell, R.S., 202 Riopelle st.; P. F. Andrich, F. S., 369 
Cheue st. 

No. IS, Kansas City, ivto.— Jfeets 2d and 4Ui 
Fridays at 1117 Walnut st. C. F. Drollinger, Pres., 
326 Garfield av., Kansas Citv. Kas.; F.J. Schadel, 
R.S.,bl2 Wall St.; E. E. W. Moore, V. S., Rosedale. 
Kas. 

No. 10, Chicago, 111 Meets 1st and 3d Tues- 
days at 6512 Cottage Grove av. J.[. J. Sullivan, 
Pres., 4951 Princeton av.; F. Conklin, R. S., 10747 
Michigan av.; J. Haffuer, F. S., 2539 U7th st. 

No. 23, Oiiinlia, Neb Meets- every 1st and 

3d Wednesdays at Labor Temple, 17tli & Douglas st. 
J. S. Tobias, Pres., 2923 S. IStli st; C. V. Schneider, 
R.S.,1706S. 17111 st; W.J. Wales, F.S., 1804 Farunm. 

No. S3, St. Paul, Minn J. H. Roadhouse. Pres. 

93 W. Seveuth St.; E. B. Powers. R. S.. 951 Bradley 
St.; Win. V. Schoeneman, F. S., 233 Chestnut St. 

w No.' 84, min'neaiioli.s, Minn.— O. R. Shortall, 
Pres., 739 Eighth av. S.; W. L. Heywood, R. S., 16 

E. 26lli St.; J. L. Wolfe, F. S., 124 Fourth st. S. 

No. S->, Duliith, Mlini.— Meets 2d and 4th 
Tluirsdavs at room 6 Banning lilk. R. Thayer, 
Pres.. 24 Third ave. W.; L. P. Runkle. R. S., ITNor- 
ris Blk.; Jas. F. Owens, F. S., 414 E. 1st St. 

No. 20, 'Wnsliiiiptoii, D.C.— Meets everv Sat- 
urday at 028 Louisiana av. S. M. Wilder, 'Pres.; 
T. E.: Bessman, R. S., 712 Uth st. N. W.; R. F. 
Metzel, F. S. :09 Uth st. N. W. 

No, 37, JJaltlniore, Mil. — Meets every Monday 
at Hall. cor. Fayette and Park avs. C. F. Leilz, 
Pres., 506 S. Pulaski St.; 506 S. Pulaski st.; C. P. 
Taylor, R. S.,906 N. Mount St.; F. H. Russell, F. $., 
14U8 Asquith St. 

No. .^0, Cincinnati, O Meets 1st and 3d Mon- 
days at 136 E. Court st. Thos. Spetli.ssy. Pres., 
331 W. 7th St.; H. C. Geurich. R. S.. JOS Broadway; 
J. F. Harrauth, F. S., 2158 Vprnon St., Clifton 
Heights. 

No. 31, Jersey City, N. J.— Meets 2d aud 4th 
Thursdays at 115 Newark av. Thos. Watson. Pres., 
513 Jersey av.; F. J. .^.nderson, R. S., 228 Washing- 
tou St.; T. L. Jones, F. S., 137 Grand St. 

No. 33, Bnilliigton, la.— G. M. Cunningham, 
Pres.; Hugh Ward; K. S., 10O6 Spruce St.; .il. Fox, 

F. S., 637 S. Filth -St. 

No. 35, Boston, Mass. — Meets every Wed- 
nesday at 49 Bennett St. Jno. A. Mcluuis, Pres., 
86 Washington St., Cambridge; D. McGillivray,' 
,R. S., 7 Humboldt Park, Roxbury; R. H. Bradford. 
F. S.. 76 Fairmout St., Cambridge. 

No. 3C, Sacrnnionto, Cal. — Sfeets 1st and 3d 
Tuesdays at Forrester's Hall. J. S. Marsh, Pres., 
600 Seventh St.: O. Buckiris, R. S.,1415 D St.; L. 
Shaddinger, F. S., 718 H st. 

No. 37, Ilavtford, Conn.— Jfeets 1st and 3d 
Fridays at Central Union Labor Hall. 11- Central 
Row. F. J. Sheehan, Pres., 3 Central Row; W. W. 
Welsh, R. S., 19 Central Row; J. J. Tracey, F. S., 
58 Temple st, 

No. 38, Cleveland, O.— Meets every Saturday 
at 356 Ontario st. R. 1,1. Ross, Pres., 59 Colgate 
St.; J. C. Coolican, R. S., 93 Erie St.; Chas. Lohrer, 
F. S., 237 Quinby ave. 

No. 40, Sst. Jose|ili, Mo.— Meets every Monday 
11. w. corner 8th and Locust sts., Brockaw's Hall. 
L. E. Reid, Pres., 403 S. Eighth st..; Wm. Dorsel, 
R. S., 1710 Calhoun st; F. A. Dunn, F. S. 418 N. 20th. 

No. 41, 15vif£alo, N, Y.— Jlect every Wednesday 
at Council Hall. Al. Keeue, Pres., 517 Seventh st..; 
H. -"4.. Wcude. R. S , 2256 Bailey ave.; H. M. Scott, 
F. S.. 303. N. Morgan st. 

No. 42, TJtica, N. Y.— ll. Smith, Pres., 43Deve- 
raux St.; W. S. Carter, R. S., 08 Neilson St.; Fred 
Murphy, F. S. 272 Third ave. 
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Is the Best Belting 
. . . Alade . . . 



Patent 
Leather Pulley 
Covering. 



^ SKULTZ BELTiHG COMPANY,' - - - ST. LOUIS, MO. 

Agents ill all Principal cities. 



New York, N. Y., 225 Pearl St., 
Boston, Mass., 164 Summer St., 
j:'iirL.>-DF,LPHiA, Pa., 129 N. Third St., 



-■v. B. LAURENCE, Manager. 
GEO. T. KELLY, Manager. 
JAS. GARNETT, Manager. 



No. 4,3, .Syracuse, N. T.- Meet 1st and .?d Tues- 
days at McCarthy's Hall, Market St., opposite Cily 
Hall. Wni. .Mack. Pres.. care W. U. T. Co.; J. Mc- 
lutyre, R. S., care Chas. Thotnp'sou, elect, con- 
tractor; Chas. Beeby, F. S., care W. I,'. Tel. Co. 

No. 44, Itoeliester, N. Y. — Wm. A., Breese, 
Pres.. 85 Frost St.: J. Gueriuot, R. S., 120 Camp- 
bell St.; P. Fish, F. b., 123 State St. : : 

No. 45, Kaffalo, N. Y Meets 1st aud 3rd S.Tt- 

urdays at Couucil Hall. Wm. Halev, Pres.. 125 
Erie St.; Frauk Devlin, R.S., 16 Myrtle av.; C. E. 
Stinson, F. S., 298 Carolina St. 

No. 4U, Lowell, Mass.— M. J. Burns. Pres.. Po- 
lice Dep't; Thos.Dalton, R.S. .36SCoucord St.; H. E. 
Maguire. F. S., 95 Christian st. 

No, 47, Worcester, IVIass. — S. A. Strout, Pres., 
13(1 Austin St.; W. J. O'Donuell, R. S., ISS South- 
bridge St.; G. R. Lincoln, F. S., MiUbury. 

No. 48, Ft. ■\Vayne, Iiid.— Meets 1st and 3rd 
Fridays at cor. of Main and Clinton sis. K. Bar- 
tel. Pres., Hotel Treinont: A. J. Latbouse.' R. S.. 
135 Wells St.; G. B. Taylor, F. S., 31 Douglas av. 

No. 4!J, ISloomlngton, 111.— Sleets 2d Monday 
at Trades Assembly Hall. .C. F. Sni'der. Pres.', Box 
328; Guy Carlton. K. S.. East and Market sts.; W. 

C. Gorey, F. S., 409 S. Madison st. ■ ' 
No. ,53, Davenport, la.— ilcets 1st and 3d 

Tuesday; A. L. Wheeler. Pres., Atlantic Hotel; J. 
H. Clark, Sec, 215 Iowa St. 

No. 03, Havrisbnrg, Pa,- C. A. Swager, Pres., 
\WA Market St.; Jas. Eniiniuger, R. S., 25 N. 15th 
St.; C. Anderson, F. S., 46 Summitt st. 

No. oil 1)68 Moines, la — Meet everv Saturday 
at Trades Assembly Hall. J. Fitzgerald, Pres;. 1924 
Leyner st.:- J. Haverly, R. S., 433 E. Grand, ave.: 
Fred Roliin.son, F. S., 1511 Third St. 

No. SO, Erie, Pa.— Meets 1st and 3d Wednes- 
days. J. P. Hanlon. Pres., 23 N. Park Row.'; J. .p. 
St. Clair, R. S., 124 E. Si.-cth st.; O. J. Ole.sou, F. S., 
29 W. 8th St. 

No. r,~,, Salt Lake City; L'tali.— R. Blair, Sec'y, 
care of Citizens E. L. Co. 

No. 00, San .Antonio, Tex.— Meets 1st aud 3d 
Saturdays, Meyers' Hall, Alamo Plaza. Martin 
Wright, Pres., 114 Romania st ; J. P. Gitiinger, 
R. S., 326 Fest St. ; W. F. Hendricks, F. S., ICOl Bur- 
nett St. 

No. 01, I.os Angeles, Cal.— Geo. F. Dorner. 
Pres., 127 W. First St.; V/. A. Woodis, K. S.. B:>x; 84 
Station B; W. R. Kingston, F. S.,93i Girard st. 

No. 03, Kalamazoo, Midi. — K, D. A.iTe3. Pres.. 
534 S. Burdick St.; L. Belluiau, R. S., ifo I'iue st. 
G. E. Tifft, F. S., 324 Sarah st. 

No. 63, Bvvito, 3Ioiit,— Meets 2d aud 4th Wed- 
nesdays ill Good Templars Hall, W. Broadway. 
Jas. Davidson. Pres., care Phoenix Light Co.; \V. 
w. Talbott, R. S,. P. O. Box 921; A. G. EUerick. 

F. S.. Geu'l Delivery. 

No.GG, irou5t(>ii,Tex — Meetsl5t&3dMoudays. 

G. O. Wood. Pres., 1214 Providence St.; Geo. 
Sehorn,, R. S.. 2113 Kaue st.; C. E. McNeinar, 
F. S., 1217 Caroline St. 

No. 07, yiiiiiey, 111.— Meets 2ud .and .4th 
Wednesdays at Trades A.^scmbly Hall,. So. 5th '6t. 
Wm. Waguer. Pres.'. .=.17Svcamofe'st.; E. Wl Ne.ss- 
ler, R. S., 523 Maiden.Laue'; C. E. McNeiuar, F. S., 
1217 Caroline st. 

No. 08, LittloKoek, A.rk O. W. Wilson, Pres., 

care Browu JIachine Co.; C. J. Griffith. K. S., care 
L. R. Tract. & El. Co.; C. M. Milham, F. S., 309 W. 
Markham St. 

No. oy, JJalla.i, Tex.- >reets 1st and 3rd Satur- 
day at Labor Hall. Chas. Trotter, Pres., Oak CMfi; 
J. H. Leach, R. B., 196 Ganost.; F. G. .Montgomery 
F. S., 190 Collins St. 

No. 7(1, Sclieneetaily, N.Y.— Meets 2d and 4th 
Tuesdays at Trades Asseiubly Hall, ^or. Ceutre 
and State sts. F. Litzpiidorf, Pres., Crane st.. 
Mt. Pleasant; W. A. Birch R. S., 608 Liberty St.; 
J. D. Betting, F, S., 626 Villa road. 

No. 71, (ialvestoii, 'Jt'ex. — .\iepts 1st and .3d 
Tuesdaj'S, Union Hall, cor. Trcmont aud Mechanic 
St. W. M. Graham, Pres., care Earden & Sheets; 

D. L.Goble, R.S.,-3320 Av.r;^; G. L. Garrett, F.3. 
210S Av. L. 

No. 73, "Waco, Tex.— Meets 2d and 4th Wednes- 
days at Labor Hall. Wm. Hodges, Pres.. 72S Sv.0lh 
St.: Geo. Lockhart, R. S., SjO S. blh St.; Jos. 
Hodges. F. S., .728 S. 6th st. 

No. 73, SlH.Uane, A^'asli. — McF'ts 1st and .^rd 
Thursdays at'Oliver frail, .336.^-<-Riverside av. Gus 
Benson, Pres., 504 Nichols Block; T. H. Uenter 
R. S., box 035; C. C. Van luwegeu, F.S.. 107 Howard 
St. S. 

No. 75, Grand Rapiils, Jlieli.— Meets 2d and 
4th Thursdays. Wm. Orr, Pres.. 170 Chaiiin St.; F. 
■ Guuncll, R. S., care G. R. t,ight & Pov.-er Co.; Geo. 
Higgius. F. S., 263 Terrace av. 

No. 70, Tacoiua, Wash Wm. Kane, Pres., 

1126 D St.; W.J. Love, R. S., 114 Tenth st,; F. C. 
Bayha. F. S., 1533'^ C st. 

No. 77, Seattla, Wa.sh. — J. M. Bigler, Pres., 
B6x 1244:- J. G. .^gutter, R. s.. 12i)) Second av.; 
. G..G. JeukiuSi F. S.;, care Union Electric Co. . 

■No, 7,S, S-a.glnaw, Midi fas. Hodgius, Pres., 

303 N. Fraukliu St.; ' John Stracuau. R. o., 336 N. 
2nd St.; Chas. Rosa. F. S.. p. O. box 225. E. 3. 

No. 80, Clovclaud, O.— Mae Pat'^erscu, Pre.i., 
54 Gordon av.; Mayme Stantou. R. S., 116 H,-rinou 
St.; Alice Smith 1.50 I'Mton St. 
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ELECTRICITY 



TAUGHT BY MAIL ^AWeek, 



Tbevewiastalliiientplaiiof The International Correspondence Schools, 
ScrantoD, Pa.— tUe iargest and most successful isscitur.on toachla; technical 
subjects by ma'1"p1^ueE education within the reach oi all. 
— \ „ _ _ , An a-ivance' payment 0! only *2.C0 is required, t'iie 

EASY PA I- i;;i;.-ucc being payable at the rate cf t«.o dollars 
HifCM'T' DT A iVT ^ uiout'a. This is the most liberal otter ever uiade to 
iuClN 1 rl-i/\lS enabie electrical ■vork.sTn. eugiiieers and other 
mecliaaics to. gaiu a.'i cciui:atioa iu .the tiieot/ of lUelr trades. Two dollark 
a month-r-lcss tbau £fty cents a week— pays for tuition and the necessary 
lezt'boclcs. 

In the last six years we b&ve educated thonsauds, many of whom hhve 
been promoted to imporiaut positiou.! and receive irore pay for fewer hours 
of work. Our courses of instiuctioa are thorough aud practical and are 
designed to enable b^iisv- wothmeu to gain an education at home, without Toss 
of time frota wort, and iii thitsnselves for advancement. 
/^TTT* » , iz-NTNO '-^^^ courses may be begun at any time. The 
OUK ME i irlODS abiHty to read and write English is the only 
OC TtJ A ^^S-TTWr' requirement; the instruction is continued until 
\Jr xti/\S^rxliS\J t^e student completes all the subjects of his 
course no matter how long it may take; the student need not leave home to 
study; he does net need to purchase any books ss the Instruction and Ques- 
tion papers furnished by the Schools are all the bookd he needs; special iufor- 
ualion is furnished freely whenever requested; Scholarships are transferable 
and may be sold o-othem'ise disposed of if the student, for any reason, should 
not desire to complete his course, thus avoiding any chance of loss. 

Our students are furnished with Instruction and Question Papers, pre- 
pared by us especially for teaching by mail. These are written iu clear and 
concise language as free as possible from technical terms. They are liberally 
illustrated and are superior in mauy ways to other works on the subjects of 
which they treat. The cost of writing, revising and illustrating has exceeded 
S12S,0Q0. 

Prom the time a 'Indent enrolls until he completes his course end receives 
his diploma, his studies arc carried on under the direction of able instructors 
who are always ready and willing to assist him. Should he meet with any 
difficulty, on request to the Schools he is sent a full explanation covering the 



very point he was unable to comprehciid. This careful attention to the 
smallest details is essential . to successful instruction by correspondence. 
That it Is characteristic of T!ie International Correspondeuce Schools is 
vouched for by twenty- five thousattd students iu all parts of the civilized world, 
Tuir r^T T'''^T'r>T '^^'^ ltfetlianlcalKl<!clrScal course includes iu- 
.1 titHi tiluiiKj 1 til- struction in mechanical and electrical engineering 
../-I At i^OfTPCCC '"'l designed particuiarly for men who wish to 
.V'!? ^ VMUKoi3l> become de-siguers of electrital machinery. 

^iie ClcctJ'ical Powev and Lishtiu;; course includes thorough iustruc-- 
tion in tl^e installation, care and operation of electt ic light, power and railway 
plants aud Is d'P.^i.zsed to meet the wants of busy men who wish to put into 
practice as early r.» possible the information they acquire. It iucludes 
arithmetic, nicusuraiion and the use of letters in algebraic formulas and 
mechanicai drawinp. The student i earn 5 enough of mathematics to compute 
the power and capacity of electrical machiuerj', and learns how to make a 
drawing of a maoiiiue or piece of machinery. The electrical instrnctiou 
begins with elementary electricity and magnetism and the simple orithmetic 
ot electrical quantities and cstend.4 through the construction, installation, 
■jperation and care of dyunmos and motors; the cnniicction of switch-beards 
for various purposes; the cniculatinn of wiring for lighting and power cir- 
cuits; the coustruction, efficiency and caudle-power of arc and incaadesceut 
lamps; the construction anrt management of electric railways, etc. 

TUe Electiir Lightiiij^ covrse iucludes instruction in aritbni'jtio, mensu- 
ration and the use cf letters in algebraic formulas, mechanics, mechanical 
drawing, dynamos, motors and electric lighting. 

The Klectric K.iilway course includes instruction in arithmetic, mensu- 
ration and the use of letters in algebraic formulas, mechanics, mechanical 
drawing, dynamos, motors and electric railways. 

The Wiring and Bellworit course iucludes instruction in arithmetic, 
mensuration and the use ot letters in algebraic formulas, electric light wiriu.g 
and bellwork. 

A full description of the electrical courses, method of teaching, prices, etc., 
is coutained in the electrical circular, which will be sent free on application. 
!t also contains a catalogue of the studies, sample pages of the instruction and 
question papers and a specimen drawing plate. 



SCHOOLS ESTABLISHED IN 1891. WE REFER TO BRADSTREET'S OR DUIN'S 
OR ANY BANK IN SCRANTON. WE GUARANTEE 

SATISFACTION. 



A stationary engineer who became General Manager of an electric com- 
pany, writes: 

"Believing that my experience since enrolling as a student in your School 
will be of some beneS't to others, I take this opportunity of expressing my 
gratitude for what your School has done for me. Your Instruction Papers 
cover the subjects on which tliey treat in a complete, and thorough manner, 
and the questions are so well arranged that every point of importance is 
brought forcibly to the mind of the student. I have found that whenever auy 
special information is wanted all that is necessary is tc ask for it and the 
difEcuUy is at once removed, thanks to the kiudness and promptness of 
your instructors. When I iiist enrolled as a student I was secoud engineer, 
working all night for a nominal salary. To-day I am Treasurer and General 
Manager of the same company for whom I then worked. My salary has more 
tbau donbledin the two-and-a-half years since I became one of your students 
and I certainly owe my good fortune to what I learned while a student In The 
International Correspondence Schools. Considering that these changes 



occurred during one of the worst periods of business depression in the history 
of the couutry, it certainly speaks volumes in favor of your excellent institu- 
tion." 

A student writes from Kova Scotia: 
"Iwasoneof the early students in the electrical course. I joiued the School 
with liiauy doubts as to the practicability of correspondeuce schools, but my 
mind was soon set at ease on that point and I have ever since considered it an 
ideal method for the workingman. No work is slighted in auy way. Since 
finishing the mechanical-drawing part of my course I get a good deal of work 
in that line. I am now working on drawings for a stamp-mill for a gold mine 
and have just completed an electric light and power installation for a mining 
company in this province which, without the instruction I have obtained from 
your School, I would never have attempted." 

We have on file at our oBicc in Scranton, Pa., over five thousand letters 
from students endorsing the sehools aud testifying to the benefits received 
from our instruction. 



We also teach Steam Engineering; Mechanical Drawing; Machine Design; Railroad, Bridge, 
Hydraulic and Municipal Engineering; Architecture; Plumbing, Heating and Ventilation; Coal 
and Metal Mining; Aiithmetic, Penmanship, Grammar, etc. Write for Free Circular aud Book 
of Testimonials, stating subject in which you are interested. 



THE ENITERNATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOLS, 



Box 1029. 



SCRANTON, PA. 



PATENTS 



PATENT AND 

TRADt-MARK 

LAWYERS 



Patents Obtained 
Trade-Marks Registered. 

800 RIALTO BLDG., KNIGHT 

ST. LOUIS, MO. - /BROTHERS 

WM. BRYAN, M. AM. SOC. M. E. 
M. H» HUnPHREY, M, S. 

MECHANICAL AND 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS 

TJIectric I,ig:lit, Railvray end Power, Watfr Works. 

Steam Ueating, Steam and Power Plants, 
EcoDomic Shop Arraiie«m«iit, Ufsigrutag: Special 
Toots, Coasaltatioas, bstiniates, Clans, Specifica- 
tions, Sopeiintcndence, fizaminanons, Tests, Re- 
ports and Purchasing. 

Rooou I and a. Turner BuUdlng, 
sr. -LOUIS. 




The 

. ifSLY CINE WITH 

THROUGH SfcEBPING CARS 

. / -.'-'^9 ' ■' 

Xew Yorfe and Boston 

Via- - ^ . 

irija^j^si Falls. 

The Best I,ine:&oin St: Lonis end \V~itern Points to 

]Detroit. 



ST. lOlXS TICKET OFFICES: 
S. K, Cor.,Broadna} and Olive Street and 
Vntou Siation. 





Wo 
want 
lOiOoonew 
ButisfSibers 
taxi are tbeiie- 
■K-'^^^ lOK making a spe- 

clal trial rate, (or a \ • 
Umited time, vrhicti you »*^. 
can find out abctit bv wni- \ 
iQR lis. If Interested In - 
electricity send for free sample 
copy of the 




WESTERN ELECTRICIAN 

■When you see the sample you'll Want 
It every week. We can fiU orders / 
for acy electrical bco!: pv.t- 
lisbed, on receipt of rrico. / 
i-jf^ Send for catalog. ^ ' 

EieetrlGjanPakCo., 





ARE 

you 

mm. . . 

MAN? 

THEN 

STAKD 

UP 

rQ3 

THE 

PRitjCIPLES: . 
OF 

dfIGl«l2ED/ 



m 

WEAR 

!!»){ 



MADE . 
CLOTKINS. r . 

Vjeet voor dealer to ,l}uy,^hesie goods^be'li do it for the asking and you'U hcln the tjSribJf co'ise-r- 
or we'U send you t^pe'tijeasure, Sp.mpleS find self-measurenient blank, with a dainty gilt-edged Russia 
leather potti£etraeinorand'nra-book. {«c;' 

HAmLTON;^ARHAr^ & COMPANY, Detroit, Mich. 

KLEIN'S Climbers. 

Connectors', Linemen's 
and Construction 'i'ool^. 

Cfttalosae free. ■iK:5"G>^ud for one. 

MATHiAS kleiN & SON, 

S7>S9'V/. Van Biiren 'stre-;:!, Cbicairo, Ills. 

THE MOTOR ENGINEER'S and ELECTRICAL 
■ : WQRKER ^S HAN D-BOOK. 

• . ' ,' ■: . CONTENTS, 
r— Elementary Pkinciples: Units, Ohm'ss law, Watt, Kilowatt. .Ampeve, Turn, 
Hour, etc.; Potential, E. M. F., Voltage, Drop of Potent-al, Ilcsistarice (Ohmic), Con- 
ductivity. II— Magnetism AND F,LECTRo-M.\G.vETic Inpijcvion . Ill— CiRcrixs : 





Shunt, Long Sh.iint. V — iNSTKycTlONS for OPER.vnxG GENKk.\i:GKS; Runnitiff a 
Sirigle Generator, To shut down a Machine not running in Multiple., Sparkiug, Polarity-, 
Excitation, Grounds, Generators in Multiple, Coiuiectiou.'*, Running Generators in 
Multiple, To Shut Down a JJachine running in Multiple. VI — The Electric Motor: 
General Principles, Couutc-r Electrg-Motive Force and Mechanical Power, Efficiency. 
Vll^ — MeasuremKnts and Tests ok Street Railway Moiors: Faults, Me.isuremeit 
by Crop oi Pptential niethod (examples); Insulation Tests, Volt Meter method, Descrip- 
tion'of Volt Meter au3. Ammeter; .Wheatstone Bridge, Instructions for Operating, Drop . 
of Potential in Motor Circnits. VIXI^Instrcctions for Operatino Car .\pPARATrs: • 
Brn^beSiSpa^itingat Brushes; Bearings, Bucking, Fuse Block, Operating -Car, Trolley, 
etc; IX— Ths ;Ei.Bid*iiic. JlpTda Car in Detail: Series Parallel, Controller, Reverse 
Switch, Rheostat, FuSe Box, Lighttiiug arrester. Heaters. ' X — Definitioxs op Terms. 
XI-?-I>iAGR«MS p.p Cap. Wiring and Controllers : With Written Descriptions and. 
Diagrams 'df Cotnbiuatious — Westiaghonse System (G, No. 14, No. 23, aud 2S A); Gen^ • 
»r?.1 E'ecttic CTv with W V. MAchin-;:, K2 : G-.?=.-.r3l EIccLric Stria;; Paia'.Ic: Co-jtr-olU-i 
with Magnetic Brake); Walker System (B2, E), Steel Motor Company SvFteui, XII-— 
Gener.\l Electric.*l aud' Mech.^nical Information: Belting, Shafting-, Fulieys 
and.GearSii.M:elting, Point, Specific Gravity and Relative Conductivity, Table Com-, 
paring Wire Gauges, Number, Dimensions, Height, Length and .Resistance of- Pure- 
Copper Wire, "Electrical Units and Formu!a.s, Equivalent Carrying Capacity, Fractions 
of *an inch reduced to Mils or Thousandths, Proportions of-GearTeeth, Notns, Bill of 
Material for Spaa Wire Constfi'Ctiou (Single Track, Double Track), Bracket Cccstruc- 
tioti (Single :Track, Center Pole, Double Track). j ■ - 

Souud in B«Kl'T.?athei7 FORketbook form, ^ritb Sl\teeu ]!lank Pages Soz Kute<>. etc. 
Sent postpaid cn receipt of price — SI. 00. 



Addreis ; 
904 Olive Street, . 



ELECTRICAL WORKER, 



ST. LOUiSi MO. 



